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Although it was anticipated that there
would be a deficit last year of £186,808, the
‘actual deficit amounted to £47,552. Had
not a special supplementary grant of
£628,000 been received on the recommenda-
tion of the Commonwealth Grants Commis-
sion, the deficit would have been £675,552.
Revenue during the year amounted to
£14,352,875, as against an estimate of
£13,906,393, this being an excess of £446,482.
The excess was made up as follows:—

£
Taxation 99,598
Territorial 142,873
Commonwealth
Grants (exelusive
of the speeial
Grant of
£628,000) 145,000
Other Revenue 271,689
659,160
Lcss Business Under-
takings under- .
estimated 212,678

£446,482

Expendiiure last year amounted to £15,028,-
427, this being an excess of £935,226 over
the estimate of £14,093,201. The increase
was accounted for by— ’

£
Interest 23,143
Exchange .. 54,251
Soeial Expenditure 106,435
Other Public Works 12,218
Business Undertak-
ings . . 452,968
Other Expenditure 301,832
950,847
Less Expenditore
over-estimated—
Sinking
Fund £1,619
Pensions 14,002 *
— 15,621

£035,296

This excess was mainly doe to the re-
establishment of peacetime activifies; the
increased cost of materials, and basic wage
adjustments also being contributory causes.
1 move— _

That the Bill be now read a gecond time.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.
In Committee, ote.
Bill passed through Committee withont

debate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Bill read a third time and pessed. -

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. H.
8. W. Parker—Metropolitan-Suburban): [
move—

That the House at its rising adjourn tilt
Tuesday, the 12th August.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 544 p.m.

Tiegislative Assembly.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.in., and read prayers.

AUDITOR GENERAL'S REPORT.
Section “B", 19486.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have received from the
Auditor General a copy of Section “B” of
his report on the Treasurer’s statement of
the Public Accounts for the financial year
ended the 30th June, 1946. This will be
laid on the Table of the House.
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QUESTIONS.
BIRTHDAY HONOURS.

As to Recommendations to Home Office.

My, HOAR (on notice) asked the Pre.
mier:

1, Were the honours conferred on Western
Australian citizens, as mentioned in  the
Birthday Ionours List published in “The
West Australian” of the 12th June, recom-
mended by the Labour Government?

2, If a deeision regarding Birthday
Honours was made by the Labour Govern-
menf, on what date was such decision made!?

3, If the answer to No. 1 above is in the
negative, was any communication sent by
the Lieut.-Governor to the Home Office as
expressing the wishes of the Labour Gov-
ernment ?

4, 1If so0, an what date was the communiea-
tian sent?

5, On what date did the new Government
reach & decision as to who should be recom-
mended for honours?

G, On what date did the eommunieation
ro to London earrying the Government’s
reenmmendations ¥

The PREMIER replied:
1, No. 'These honours were recommended
by my Government,

2, 1 do nof feel at liberty to diselose eon-
fidential information affecting the actions of
the previous Government,

3, Yes.

4, 5, 6, Communications regarding
honours are strietly confidential as hetween
the Government, His Excellency the Lieut.-
QGovernor, the Commonwealth Relations
Office and” His Majesty the King, and no
good purpose would be served by disclosing
this jinformation.

PERTH CITY GAS.

’ As to B.T.U. Standard.

Mr. TRTIAT (on notice) asked the Minister
for Industriai Development:

1, What i1z the B.T.U. of Perth City gas?
2, Who is the chemist making tests?
3, Is Perth gas boosted with oil
4, What is the gas B.T.U. before boosting?

5, What quantity of oi! was nsed by Perth
Gaz Works for 10467

L
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The MINISTER replied:
1, 481.

2, Continuous tests by Standard Caleri-
meters,

3, {a) Part of plant only. (b} Oil is not
used on main seetion of the plant proeéssing
Neweastle coal.

4, (a) With the process: in use this figure
is unavailable, (b) 650 B.T.U’s. Not hoost-
ed with oil.

5. 730,000 gallons.

SHIPPING, INTERSTATE.
(@) As to Limitations and Effects.

Hon. F. J. 8. WISE {on notice) asked
the Premier:

1, Ave the serious limitations in interstate
shipping which were experienced in this
State during the war vears still eontinuing?

2, Arec shipping limitations still bhaving
prejudicial effeets on Western Ansiralian
industries, including house building?

3, Tt has been reported that the change-
over of BEastern States factories formerly
engaged in war indositries to  peave-time
production has bheen difficult and slow. Can
he advise whether this is so, and if =o, 1s
it having any effect on Western Australin’s
requirements?

4, Can he give the House any informa-
tion in ronneetion with the overtaking of
any lag in meeting our requirements from
Kastern States which was due to war eauses?

5, Is he cexperiencing the same cordial
interest and helpful eo-operation experienced
by his predecessors in offire, from the Ship-
ping Contro] Board?

The PREMIER replied:
1, Shipping is still a difficully in seeuring
commaodities from the Eastern States.

2, Yes.

3, I have no official information on this
subject.
* 4, Action has been taken to expedite sup-
plies of many ecommoditiess  If the hon.
member will indiecate the specifie items on
which he desires information I shall en-
deavour to supply it.
, 5, The Shipping Control Board has been
most helpful and co-operative to my Gov-
ernment.
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(b) ds to Shortage of Galvanised Piping.
Hon. ¥. J. S, WISE (without notice)
asked the Premier: !
1, Is he aware that several important
imdustrics, ineluding the pastoral industry,
need large quantitics of 2 in. galvanised
piping annually?

2, Iy he aware that the inability to obtain
2 in. galvanised piping is a serions threat
to the maintenance of water supplies and
the watering of hundreds of thousands of
sheep in pastoral districts?

3, Is he aware that in reeent times the
gquantities of large-sized piping coming for-
ward arve negligible and the future for the
important large sizes is very dismal?

4, Will he vigorously take up the ques-
tion ot large supplies coming to this State
with the manufacturers in other States?

The PREMIER replicd: [ am aware that
there is a shortage of 2 in. galvanised pip-
ing. I am also aware that it is baving a
serious effeet in the pastoral distriets, and
that there has been a shortage of larger sized
piping. This matter has been taken up with
the manunineturers. I nndevstand that thd
position is that they hgve bLeen concentra-
ting on ¥ in. piping which is required for
honsing purposes. I have already made
representations to the manufacturers and
I will continue to press tor wlditional sup-
plies For the pastoral arcas. s

RATLWAYS.
As to Retwrw of (L8.G. Engines to Traflie,

AMr. MARSHALL (on ll()tl((‘) asked the
Minister for Hailways:

What change, if any, has been made by
the present Government in the arvange-
ments set down by the previous Govern-
ment for the expeditions veturn to traitie of
ARG, engines?

The MINISTER replied: .

Owine o the faet that the Midland
Workshops are employed to eapacity, it has
not heen possible to effect any change he-
voud expediting work on the A.8.GG, engines
wherever possible, and this is being done.

BUNBURY IIARBOUR.
Asg to Commencement of Development Tork.

Hon. A, R. G, HAWKE
asked the Minister tor Works:

1, When were the Bunbury Harbour de-
velopment plans first approved?

{on notice)

2, When was preliminary work in conace-
tion with the scheme commenced?

3, Was he correctly reported by “The
West Australian™ recently when it credited
him with having made a statement at Bun-
bury to the eftect that he had only Intely
heard about these plans for the first time?

The MINISTER replied:

1, Tth Oetober, 1946,

2, Febroary, 1047,

3, My remarks as 1eported in *The West
Australizn™ are necessarily abbreviated. I
was not reported as saying that I had “anly
lately heard about the: plans.”

ALBANY HARBOUR.
As to Tenders for Dredge.

Hon, A. R. . HAWKE
asked the Minister for Works:

When was Ministerial uppl'oq\'tll first given
for the calling of tenders for the supply of
a dredge snitable for the proposed harbe-mr
development work at Albany?

The MINISTER replied:

September, 1946,

{on notice)

NEW CAUSEivAY.
Ads to Estimated (ost and Comwmencement.
Hon. A. R. . HHAWKE.
asked the Minister for Works:
1, What is the tolal estimated cost of fou-
structing the proposed new Causeway over
the Swan River, including the cost of drede-
ing?

(on  uotive)

2, When was approval for thix undertak-
g first given?

3, When did aetual work.
with it first commenee?

The MINISTER replied:

1, £5066,800.

2, 20th Fehruary, 1947.

3, 21st May, 1947,

in connectiv

*

EDUCATIOX.

sty Big Bell School Enrolments and
Additions.

Hon. J. T. TOXKIN {on notice} asked
the Minister for Edueation:

1, What was the enrolment of the Hig
Bell School for the quarters ended Seplem-
her 1943, Deeember 19435, March 1946, June
1946, September 1946 and December 19462
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2, On what date was the Public Works
Department requested by the Edueation
Department to prepare plans for additional
siwcommodation at the Big Bell school?

3, On what date was Treasury approval
«riven for the erection of additional -zccom-
modation ?

4, On what date were tenders called for
the work?

5, When was the contract let and on what
date was work commenced?

The MINISTER replied:

1, September, 1945, 15; December, 1845,
47; March, 1946, 96; June, 1346, 112; Sep-
tember, 1946, 113; December, 1946, 113.

2, 14th June, 1946,

3, 20th August, 1946.

4, 8th November, 1946,

5, Contract let the 16th December, 1946 ;
work commenced the 27th June, 1947,

ROAD BOARDS.

s to Applications for Road and Plang
Grants,

Mr. LESLIE (on notice} asked the
Minister for Works:

1, How many road boards have so far

applied for grants from the £192,000 made '

available by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment for roads and road plant?

2, What is the total amount of the grants
applied for by the road boards which have
so far submitted applieations?

3, How much of the amount applied for

is for— .

(a) roadworks;
(b) road plant?

The MINISTER replied:

i, (a) 22.
(b} 17 others seek information.
(¢} Other are antici-

pated.

2, £67,400,

3, (a) No amounts specifically stated.
{b} £67,400.

NATIVE ADMINISTRATION.
As to Terms of Reference for Inquiry.
Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY (on notice)
asked the Attorney-General:

1, Have the terms of reference issued to
Mr. Batemnn for gn inquiry into native
affairs yet been published?

applications

2, If not, will he please quote them to
the House?

3, Was this inquiry suggested or recom-
mended by the acting Commissioner of
Native Affairs?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:
1, No.

2, The reference to Mr. Bateman was as
follows:—

The Government has decided that the
position of native affairs in this State
should be re-examined in the light of con-
ditions which have arisen since the report
of Mr. H. D. Moseley, R.M., in 1935. For
this purpose, the Government would be
glad if you would—

{a) make a survey of existing native
institutions as defined in the Native
Administration Act, 1936;

' (b) advise as to the present and future
value of sneh institutions;

(e) advise whether any new institu-
tions are desirable and, if so, the nature
thereof and the objects to be served by
them; X

(d) make snch recommendations as
may seem to you proper to advance the
education and welfare of natives gener-
ally, including their employment and
vocational opportunities;

{¢) make such recommendations as
may seem to you proper as to existing
laws of this State relating to natives and
any amendments thereto;

{f) ioquire inte and report upon such
other matters, if any, as the Government
may later desire to refer to you for your
consideration,

3, The Acting Commissioner of Native
Affairs was informed that, in view of the

time which had elapsed since the report of

Mr. H. D. Moseley, R.M.,, in 1935, the Gov-
ernment thought the time had arrived when
a further survey of native affairs should
he made.

NORTH-WEST.
As to Passenger Transport from Broome,

Hon, A. A. M. COVERLEY {(on notice)
asked the Minister for the North-West:

1, Is he aware that a number of passen-
gers from Broome are unable to secure
passages south?

2, If so, what does he propose doing to
ease the position?



The MINISTER replied:

1, It is known that two passengers hold-
ing return tickets issued at Fremantle were
unable to be accommodated southward on
the *“Koolinda’’ owing to the lateness of
their application for berths.

3, If required, passages can be arrvanged
on the nmext southward vessel, which is the
“Kybra,” leaving Broome on the 7th Sep-
tember. If the passengers prefer to
travel by plane the boat fare will be re-
funded.

WAR-TIME CONTROLS,
As to Honorary Minister's Attitude.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN (on notice} asked
the Honorary Minister:

1, In view of her statements reported in
“The West Australian” during the election
campaign that she wounld abelish wartime
controls and regulafions, will she enumerate
the controls and regulations she has heen
able to abolish?

2, Will she give the Honge a list of con-
trols removed by her or by the Government
since the 1st April, 19472

3, Does she consider it is desirable at this
stage to remove contrgl of materials neces-
sary for building?

4, Does she intend to oppose the con-
tinuance of the controls and restrictions af-
fecting dried fruits production and market-
ing and apple and pear marketing as she
did before hecoming a member of the Gov-
ernment ?

A, Does she intend to oppose the contrel
now existing by the licensing of potato
growers, and registration of barley growers
as she did during the election campaign?

The HONORARY MINISTER replied:

1, Most of such controls are under Com-
monwealth legislation,

2, Answered by No, 1,

3, 4, 5, Diseussions on Government poliey
are at this stage prematare.

PUBLICITY OFFICER, APPOINTMENT.
ds to Tabling Papers.

Hon. A. H. PANTON (without notice)
asked the Premier: Will the Premier lay on
the Table of the House the papers dealing
with the appointment of Mr. Clementson as
Government Publicity Officer, including the
contraet made between the parties?
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The PREMIER replied: Yes, I will have
the papers tabled.

WORKERS' COMPENSATION.

As to Representation of Workers on
Royal Commission.

Hon. A. R. G. BAWKE (without notice)
asked the Premier: Is it a fact that the Gov-
ernment has refused a request from the or-
ganised industrial workers of this State for
direet represenftation on the Royal Com.
mission set up by the Government to inves.
tigate workers’ ecompensation and related
questions ¢

The PREMIER replied: Yes, it is a fact
that the request was refused. The Govern-
ment eonsiders that all sections .who are
interested will have access to the Commis-
sion and will be able to place their views
hefore the Commission.

.HOUSING.

s to Questions Ezxpumged from Nolice
Paper.

Hon. F. J. 8. WISE (without netice)
asked the Premier: Sinece the questions 1
asked yesterday in relation to housing have
been ekxpunged from the Notice Paper, is it
his intention to reply to them?

The PREMIER replied: I assure the
I.eader of the Opposition that I had na
part in having the questions expunged and
they will certainly be replied to tomorrow.

COMMITTEES FOR THE SESSION,

On motion by the Premier, Sessional
Committees were appointed as follows:—

Library,—Mr, Speaker, Mr, Nimmo and Mr.
Tonkin,

Standing Orders.—Mr. Speaker, the Chairmnyn
of Committees, Mr_ Ilall, My, Sleeman and Mr,
Rodoreda.

Hause.—MMr, Speaker, Mr. Cornell, Mr. Yates,
Mr. Graham and Mr. Styauts.

Prirting —Mr. Speaker, Mr. Grayden and
Mr. Triat.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Second Day.

Debate resumed from the 31st July.
HON. F. J. 8, WISE ((iascoyne) [4.46]:

I expressed regret yesterday that it was not
possible for me to be present on the open-
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ing day of Parlisment and to listen to the
Bpeech delivered by His Excellency and to
the moving.of the Address-in-reply by the
member for Sussex. It is almost traditional
that new members moving the Address-in-
reply should receive congratulations and be
given a patient and silent hearing. Having
read the speech delivered by the hon. mem®
ber, I do congratulate him, quite apart from
the requirement of tradition, beecause it
appears fo me from a perusal of what he
said that we have in the hon. member one
who will make thoughtful eontributions to
future debates in this Chamber.

Yesterday, when taking the opportunity
to congratnlate new members, I mentioned
that I felt there would be oceasions when
they wonld experience a sense of frustra-
tion in their efforts here. They will have
many periods of disappointment at the slow-
ness of movement within Parliament and
administratively in connection with matters
affecting their electorates and matters of
some bafional importance. I would repeat
that there is a big responsibility placed on
members of Parliament to maintain and fur-
ther improve the prestige of Parliament.
This ean he done only by assiduous care and
attention to affairs national as well as to the
affairs of individvual electorates. 1 recently
read a very thoughtful work by Peter How-
ard who was, for a lifetime, a political eor-
respondent in the House of Commons. He
sid—

Once upon a time the private lives of mem-
bers of Parlinment set a  standard for the
nation.  Indeed it was impossible for a man
or woman with a spot on their moral character
to hope for nomination a3 a candidate.

Hon. A. H. Pauton; They get the spots
afterwards now! _

Hon. F. J. 8. WISE: This hoils down to
the point that the public life of any
country depends to a degree on the private
lives of those who run it. That is a very
important approach to a Tarliamentary
career. If one is to give of his best in
Parliament it is very importani that he be
jealous of the things which go to make an
individual a man of integrity.

The Address-in-reply speech of any mem-
ber is likely 1o be very different from a
speech made on such a Bill as that which
was dealt with last evening—the Supply
Bill. For several centuries it has been the
custom, particularly from the days of King
Charles, who had many disagreements with

Parliament and had always to go to Parlia-
ment to get the wherewithal necessary to
carry on, that grievances should be ventil-
ated and expressed before Supply is grant-
ed. Although the sentiment was expressed
by one member opposite last evening that
it was an unusual happening that griev-
ances should be ventilated or speeches
made on the Supply Bill, it is not even an
uncommon custom in this House, for ref-
erence to ‘‘Hansard’’ will show that on
many occasions the tradition initiated at
or before the time of King Charles is likely
still to be observed in the legislative halls
of Australia. I have had the opportunity
of reading the Speech of His Excellency the
Lient.<Governor, and I find that it
savours of an anxiety to impress upon the
people that there are tremendous diffienl-
fies and they need to forget many of the
statements made in Fgpruary and Mareh
last. Tt was ecasy then to he glib as to
what would be achieved in a magieal kind
of way, but now we find that His Excel-
lency’s. Speech reeks with excuses to the
effect that war-caused diffieulties are
serious indeed. I will quote one—though
there are many—perfinent paragraph to
illustrate the point. It reads as follows:—

A satisfactory feature of our post-war econ-
omy i8 the rapidity with whieh diseharged mem-
bers of the Forces have heen absorbed in in-
dustry, Uncmployment is at 2 minimum and,
unfortunately, the progress of many important
projeets and industries ix delayed throogh sear-
city of lahony As a consequence the community
continues to suffer shortages which it is the
constant endeavour of Ministers to rectify as
rapidly as possible.

That paragraph suggests two things; first-
ly, it makes an admission that there was
a strenuous endeavour—with mueh success
—by the Government's predecessors in
office to grapple with post-war preblems.
Secondly, it sugpgests an acknowledgment
that there are war-caused difficulties and
that, though some were surmounted, many
were being grappled with successfully and
many still remain. That is an interesting
admission, as the Premier in his poliey
speech said, ‘It is no use saying there was
a war.”? The Minister for Education said,
“‘The already worn-out excuse of war-time
limitations eannot be sustained.”’ Tt is in-

teresting to place side by side the present

veactions of members of the Govern-
ment and what they were pleased to
say, to draw attention to the sugges-
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tion that the Government at that iime
had no execuse beeause “It is no use
saying there was a war.”” It is very inter-
esting to weigh the remarks of the
Attorney General last evening when he said
that problems are more than ever present
in a period which follows six years of war.
He said— )

No person who has any sense of values would

possibly overlook, the fact that there must be
s serious disloeation of any country following
a world war,
1 entirely agree with him, but that does
not measure well side by side with what
way said at the time of the elections, We
find, as to the problems that were very real
at the time of the eleetion, that the altered
circumstances in the past four months—the
discovery that there was a war—must give
members of the present Government eon-
siderable concern. It must be acknowledg-
od  that flellowing such terrible  tormoil
cvery ecivilised  eountry finding  the
greatest difficulty in bistory in returning to
normal. The only question to which T wish
to refer ns an ‘election aftermath is that
of housing. I regret that I have not the
information hefore me—although I know
the answers—that the Premier intends to
sapply to me in answer to the questions
that were passed over yesterday. The
questions that were answered clearly show
some of the misrepresentation on this sub-
jeet during the election period. Perhaps
of all subjects that were misrepresented
the misrepresentation of the housing posi-
tion was the worst.

In reply to my question yesterday the
Premier disclosed the faet—which we
affirmed but which they denied—that build-
ing costs in Western Australia were and
still are cheaper than those in any other
State. Although that fact is now presented
to the House by the Premier, we find, in
some of the advertisements used during the
clection period, statements made, not
merely fallacious hut entirely untrue.
Comparisons were not made in any way but
statements were made which suggested that
Labowr had a housing racket—those were
the words used—and that prices had risen
with Wise to an alarming degree. Of
course the information thai was provided
as a basis for those advertisements and the
manner of their presentation were false.

is

One of the most notable of those adver-
tisements included what purported to be a

o
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photograph of a house partly completed.
In that advertisement it was suggested that
there was a housing muddle, and the in-
teresting feature of it is that the Govern-
ment had only been in office 28 days when
a photograph of the same house, taken in
the same sireet, was used as a magnet for
home-seekers, and to show that dwellings
were being constructed. ,That building, in
the same street, was used to show what the
Government was doing. What an amazing
set of circumstances! It was quite eoin-
eidental that the photograph used for that
purpose was one taken to show that there
was a housing muddle, It was a half-com-
pleted house, of which thank goodness there
are still some in process of building under
the contracts let by the Government's prede-
cessors. I repeat that, of all the subjects
misrepresented during the election ecam-
paign, housing was most misrepresented,

I have said publicly—and I repeat—that
no State, from a standing start snch as we
had, has a hetter record of progress in the
housing situation than that of Western
Avstralia. T will quote a passage shortly,
referring to the position in South Aus-
tralia, which was looked up to as an ex-
ample that other States might follow, In
spite of their organisation preserved dur-
ing the war, and even with their duplex
houses, the record of housing in South
Australia is not more favourable than ours.
To show that the Premier regrets his own
publicity—publicity for which he was re-
sponsible, publicity given even with his
own photograph attached—and admits it
wag wrong, I will read what he said in
Melbourne, published in the Melbourne
Press of the 22nd June ‘this year.

Hon. A, R. G. Hawke: We follow You
round, Mr. Premier.

Hon., F. J. 8, WISE: It reads as fol-

lows—

Mr. MeLarty, the.Premier of Western Aus-
tralia, suid that Western Australia had the low-
est building costs tn Australia. This was dye
mainly to two things. The Gaovernment had
strieter control over the issue of building per-
mits and the release of materials than any other
State and it had & sound working arrangement
with master builders for fixed prices fur cer-
tain types of eonstruction. These priees were
never ineréased exeept when wages or materials
inereased.

The Premtier went on to say that Perth had
no slum problem, or that Perth’s slum

problem was not serious, and thai the Gov-
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ernment’s policy was to concentrate on
getting up new houses rather than to go on
condemning old ones.

The Premier: That is a sound poliey,

Hon. F. J. 8. WISE: Yes, but how con-
tradictory of the advertisements that I
pssume were designed, authorised and is-
sued by the Premier a few months before!
It is very interesting, ‘

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: I think some of
them were written by the Attorney
(teneral.

Mr. Marshall: Political somersaulting is
nothing new t{o him.

Hon. F. J. 8. WISE: I would refer next
to the position in the much-vaunted State
of South Australia and give to the House
the reasons why South Australia should be
held up as an example, but I have stated
publicly—I repeat it—that South Australia
was the only State that did not conform
during the war period to the specific re-
quest of the late Prime Minister, Mr.
Clurtin, to discontinue building of all kinds
so that artisans could he released for war
purposes. From the evidence contained in
the Scuath Australian Housing Trust's re-
ports, and particularly in that covering the
12 months ended June, 1946, I have ex-
tracted the following information. Appendix
“A" shows that the number of houses erccted
during the years from 1939 to 1945, in-
clusive, was as follows:—

1939 290
1940 276
1941 118
1942 150
Members will potice the rise that took

place during the worst of the war period.

1943 174
1944 316
1945 %0

No Government, and no State, unless it bad
its building units and its aggregation of
artisans retnined intact, could possibly
have been in a position to atiain an in-
erease in construction during these war
vears. I am ecertain that the Premier and
those associated with him were ag anxious
as his predecessors in office were to see that
the request of the Government of Australia,
in the time of the dire extremity of this
nation, was given effect to and that build-
ing operations should cease. I believe that
course was in accord with the Premier'’s

desires and his wish to do all that was pos- -

sible in the defence of this country. I
have sought information with regard to the
different types of construction as between
the States. The duplex home, which I
notice is to be introduced to a considerable
degree into our hounsing facilities in West-
ern Australia, is the usual type constructed
in South Australia.

I find that in that State—again I have
taken the information from the Housing
Trust’s report of last year—the duplex type
two-bedroom house involves an expeaditure
of something like £1,590, exclusive of the
land, fencing and paths. The average over-
all area of that type of house is 1,630
square feet, which runs out at a cost ol
£97 10s. per square. That cost is in
excess of that entailed in building opera-
tions here irrespective of the fact that our
homes ave not duplex structures, and the
main points of difference in this State
may be stated. It is of interest to local
authorities that they should kmow what
they are. South Australia has concrete
foundations placed on top of the ground in
lieu of the excavation method employed
here. The ceilings are 9 feet high as
against 9 feet 6 inches high here. They are
equipped with corrugated iron roofs in-
stend of tiles. The omission of verandahs
is another point while the rooms themselves
are smaller in size than are ours. T have
it -on the authority of our Housing Commis-
sion that that type of house could be con-
structed here on a comparable basis, using
the South Awustralian plans and specifiea-
tions, for £92 per square.  There is no
doubt that the specifications of the South
Australian homes would render them suh-
standard according to the requirements of
many loeal authorities in Western Aus-
tralia.

With regard to sewerage conneetions it
i5 essential, if we are {o meet the statutory
requirements in Western Australih, that
each home shall have a separate drain; but
in South Australia the duplex homes are
usually connected wp to the sewer hy one
party drain. These are differences that not
only vary costs but also affect standards.
During last session I helieve the member
for Subiaco, who is at present an Honorary
Minister, made a statement about the poky
rooms that were being provided here, 1
would point out to her that those rooms are
larger thon the ones provided in the South
Australian duplex homes eatering for three
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bedrooms—aceording to their plans ecom-
pared with ours in Western Australia. In
an endeavour to be wholly fair and cer-
tainly temperate in my criticism on that
point, I shall leave that subject entirely and
simply be prepared to watech with interest
the progress that the present Government
is about to make. I hope that, in spite of
their inability so far in connection with
housing and other problems to show any
sort of improvement on the progress
achieved by their predecessors in office,
Ministers will be able to do so.

T wish for the sake of the people of the
State and for the sake of Ministers them-
selves that they will be enabled by improv-
ing eircumstances to achieve the greatest
peak in the target they eould possibly
reach in home construction in  Western
Australia. If there is anything that we on
the Opposition side of the House ean do
to assist the Government to achieve its
objective in that respeet, it will be readily
available if Ministers will be sufficiently
fair to acknowledge that the difficulties
were there in spite of endeavours they made
o ignore them. In further reference to war
matters it can safely be said that the
antieipation of the war ending was some-
thing that could not be pegged down to
any particular date by anyone. Although
during the eleetion campaign mueh was
said about neglect in preparing and plan-
ning for peace, members will find in ‘“The
West Australian’’ of the 8th August, 1945,
a report of & speech made at Fremantle by
Mr. Chifley in support of Mr. Beasley's
candidature. In the eourse of the Prime
Minister’s remarks he was reported as
follows:—

Mr. Chbifley said that he was not prepared to
say how long the war was likely to continue,
There were many factors that could bring it
to an earlier end than the most optimistic could
expert; there were many other factors which

vould prolong i, but next year we should reach
a victorious conclusion,

In the leading article of ‘' The West Aus-
tralian,”” dated the Ist August, 1945,
comment was made upon the change of
Giavernment and it stated—

Mr. Wike has been ealled to the leadership
of his party and the Government in diffieult
timez. For the moment the war in the Pacific
is holding many problems in abeyanee, but if
the war ends during his premiership it will re-
lease a multitude of politieal problems,

Let members note the date—the 1st
August, 1945, Russia entered the Paecific
war on the 9th Auvgust of that year and the
headlines in the issue of ‘'The West Aus-
tralian'' for the 15th August, 1945, set out
that Japan had surrendered. It is remark-
able how quickly events that framed the
history of the world moved during those
few weeks. No-one would have dared to
express the view, even on the date when
Russia entered the war on the 9th August,
that hostilities would end before possibly
the lapse of an additional two years.

If members wish to read something both
illuminating and entertaining they should
refer to the speech delivered in the House
of Commons on the 16th Awgust, 1945, by
the Rt. Hon. Winston Churchill. In that
speech, delivered within 30 hours after
the surrender of Japan, members will find
that Mr. Churchill said that the nation was
ready for.many years of war. Although
enahled to demobilise many of its person-
pel in the Forces, it was prepared for a
continuance of hostilities till a successful
conclusion was reached. I do not propose
to weary the House by quoting from the
speech at length, but in it they will find
the story of the atomic bomb, the plans
that were made and when they were made,
and, in short, a wonderful summary that
diseloses how no-one, however he might
desire such a happy consummation, could
possibly indicate that there was not to be
a continnance of hostilities for many
months or, in fact, for years. At that time
Australia had 700,000 men ‘in the Armed
TForees.

What a different proposition that was to
the position that obtained with the cessa-
tton of hostilities in the 1914-18 war. In
the earlier war we had 167,000 men in the
Armed Forces, most of them oversea.
During the reecent war, even with the tre-
mendous accretion in population, there
were 700,000 men whose discharge by any
country or any Government presented a
serious proposition. For many months be-
fore the surrender of Japan the Govern-
ment of the day pleaded with the military
leaders of the Commonwealth for the re-
lease of engineers and architects to prepare
plans and prepare the way for the artisans
on their relense from the Foreces, The
Premier and those associated with him will
find in the Premier’s office not merely
pleadings, but evidence of continuous
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pressure exerfed on the military authori-
ties to release, in anticipation of the
cessation of hostilities, all of the engineers,
architects and skilled workmen who, in our
view, were required a year before the war
ended for employment on plans for peace.
1 hope, if the Premier and those associated
with him do find interest in the reading of
the matter, that they will some day men-
tion that that was the case.

We were very concerned with plans for
engineering projects which were being de-
veloped, for reticulation and econservation
of water, and for the construction of
buildings. Engineers and architects were
not available to prepare the plans for these
projects; and, unfortunately, it took many
months to secure their release because of
the ohjection of commissioned officers to
releasing those men for return to eivil life,
as their release might have meant a redue-
tion in the status of the officers. It is un-
fortunately a fact that the discharge of
many men rested on the decisions of people
who had the say as to the numbher of men
they would control. Those were matters
which gave the Government of the day con-
siderable concern, but ultimately the Cov-
ernment’s efforts bore splendid results. 1
am not one of those who, now the war has
ended nor at any time during its eontinu-
anee, helieved that we were fighting for
some ill-defined Utopia which would hring
tremendous benefits and an altered way of
life at the conclusion of hostilities.

I am afraid that far too many people
anticipated a kind of golden age of plenty
awaiting them afters the war. Memnbers
will recall that more than onee I expressed
the apinion from the opposite side of the
House that we should take a more realistic
view and | said I would never tolerate the
idea that the country was fichting for some
kind of illusory new order. It is important
to point out that the nation fought to pre-
vent its own extinetion and that its main
reward is its sarvival. We have trivmphed
over evil and have retained the standards
and privileges which we still enjoy. 1T
would like to emphasise our motive, be-
cause cannof we all vecall the days, par-
ticularly the days in the early part of 1942,
when people were fleeing from this ecity,
peaple who wounld have sacrificed every-
thing they possessed to be gunaranteed
immunity from invasion by the enemy?

Was not that the position in February,
1942¢ We should be conscious of the fact
that, instead of fighting for some illusory
new order or some ill-defined Utopia, we
were fighting for our privileges and stan-
dards. We are indeed fortunate to be here
and to have those standards and privileges
preserved to us. If we view the impaet of
the war on this nation, we get a picture
which shows that we were in a serious
plight; that our national deht has been tre-
mendously inereased; and that the spectre
of death for vears haunted almost every
family. Yet we have this satisfaction, that
the great sacrifices made by those who did
not return, by those who did return but are
mutilated and maimed, and by those who
are whole, resulted in a great trivmph over
wrong.

If we regard the matter from o broader
foeus, I think we can say that Australia
cuterged from the war, so far as her home
circumstances are concerned, perhaps less
mutilated than any other country engaged
in the war. That, indeed, is something
to be thankful for. I am not particularly
concerned with the enormity of the
national debt owing to the war, provided
that the cost of the interest and sinking
fund necessary to honour the public com-
mitmenis is veasonable when compared
with the national income. Whether it will
necessitate ultimately an absolutely altered
viewpoint of national finance, no-one can
say; hut it certainly means that the nation
must gird iiself for an effort in work in all
spheres in ovder (o meet the great vespon-
stbilities facing uvs.

Whether the Governmen{ would acknow-
Iedge it or not, I think in fairness it shonld
concede that the months of the demobilisa-
tion were exXceedingly diffienlt  for  the
{lovernment. Tens of thousands of men
and wonien, unsettled in wind, had to he
ahsorbed in the community., So far as the
previous Government is concerned, [ can
simply say that those who were charged
with the responsibility for ahsorbing those
men and women worked under great strain
day and night to make the merging of war
circumstanees into peace the easier. Tt will
he remembered thal overnight there was a
demand ftor the eessation of econtrol. 1
have heard the Tlonorary Minister speak
on that suhjert hoth durine and sinee the
war. Business was required to be as usuals
controls that had become irksome had al-
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most overnight to be econsidered as un-
necessary. All these matters created many
difficulties for the Government, which had
to achieve something during the months of
emergence from war conditions to those of
peace.

I wish to refer to a subject that members
of this Chamber know has been a hobby of
mine for many years past-—the economie
stability of the British Empire as affected
particularly by rural production, We have
in that suhject the opportunity for concen-
tration of thought that can only have good
results if we wish to make any contribu-
tion at all to an improvement in the eir-
cumstances of the producers of Australia
in their efforts: to meet international re-
quirements. We emerged from the war in
very altered eireumstances so far as con-
cerned our rural commodities and rural pro-
duetion.  Costs mattered little in  very
many industries, prices matfered not at
all if supplies had to he delivered, un-
ceonomic production loomed up everyvwhere
during the war; industries were subsidised
by the nation and prices for commodities
in demand hut which were not heing pro-
duced in the older counfries rveached tre-
mendous heights, :

Australin today is faced with the task
ol getting back to normal conditions and
with the necessity for eurbing her enthusi-
asm for commodibies whick war buoyancy
made profitable.  Australta must make her
rural industries pav, and the basis to hegin
from is her rural industries shorn of subsi-
dies and of the short-term increase in
prices for many commodities, It is neees-
sary in my view to analyse this matter
from the international aspect, the aspeet of
world tfoml shortages and particularly, as
far as it ean he gauged. the eombination
of inereased demand and ineveased prices,
as otherwise these will give rise to a false
outlook ax vegards our agrieultural settle-
ment. 1t is noteworthy to draw attention
to the main political and economic factors
which will influence the ultimate position
of trade in farm produets,

We mmst face the changed finaneial
~tatus of Britain, now a debtor, nation, with
no oversea credits and great difficulty in
obtaining them,  Britain would have to
nvoid oversea purchases and this will have
a hearing on her own agrienltural poliey,
as dhstinet rom her desire {o perpetuate
her war-developed agricultural industries,

which meant so much in sustaining her
during the eonflict. If Britain perpetuates
to a great degree her capacity to produce
food, as she did during the war, it will have
an influence on some industries, but for-
tunately not Australian industries, which
benefit from Empire preference. The see-
ond point that I think has an effect on the
future of Australian rural production is
the capacity of such eountries as France,
Italy and Belgium so to organise their
econommic structures on & basis that will en-
able them to take part in intcrnational trade.
There is, toq, the German position which is
particularly significant. With her dimin-
ished industrial powers, and with her
attention turned to rural production rather
than to industrial produetion, (Germany will
cease to be a market for many of the pro-
ducls which she formerly imported, The
list of world trade which 1 have gives the
percentages of imports of rural production
into pre-war CGermany, and shows the pos-
sibility of an impaet on Australia’s produe-
tion  of wany eommaoditics which
exporied to a considerable degree.
The Attorney General: Russia's wheat
production may he a prominent factor,

Heon. 1. ). 8. WISE: Tt is a faetor, but
unfortunately 1 have not, in any of my ve-
searches in paxt years, been able {o get a
eleay picture of Russia’s wheat-producing
capacily.  The member for (uildford-
Midland, who has a knowledge of wheal
merchandising and of the wheat trade gon-
erally, will, 1 think, admit that if we hod
relinhle figures appertaining to Russia and
Chinn we conld more casily measure the
abstacles in framing a world agreement in
regard te wheat, hecanse those two cown-
tries have heen and still are immeasurable
factors., It ts known that Russia, in one
vear, produced as mueh wheat as Capada
and the Armentine combined. 14 Russia
does not decide to raise her nutritional
standard, and heeomes a world exporter,
the internationnl outlook oy wheat eould he
altered tremendously.

T think, too, that the ehanged financial
status of [ndia may bring about a progres-
sive poliey of nutrvition, If that be so, it
is quite a possibility that India will beeome
a market for much of Australia’s produc-
tion, und partienlarly for sneh eommodities
as wheat and those assoeiated with the
dairy industry. T thiok that India pre-
sents great prospects, and that one of the

are
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early actions neeesary by Australia—all
States combining with the Commonwealth
—is a quick survey by those alert enough
to see the prospects of exploiting the bet-
terment of nutritional standards in India
and the Near East. There is, too, affecting
international trade in rural producis the
changed fingncial status of South Afrien
and also Canada. Both of those countries
emerged from the war as creditor nations,
and one has not to think very long to
realise what a difference their position ean
make to Australia.

Canada, as a ereditor nation, will not be
so anxious to export commodities, but rath-
er to industrialise herself and to eontinue
to exploit the opportunities presented to
her by the war. S8he will be apt to dis-
regard land settlement policies which she
fostered in the past. The changed financial
status of these countries ecan have an im-
portant hearing on future prices within the
continent of Australin. The uvrgency for
the export of their goods has considerably
diminished.

Another point, oo, is that concerning the
level of freight rates. If shipping com-
hines and organisations are anxious to col-
laborate, they will be forced into the posi-
tion of giving special consideration fo the
freight rates obtaining to transport Austra-
lia's primary produets oversea. With rising
vosts it is very vital that freight rates
be viewed from the aspect of their levels
as at 1939 rather than as at 1945. These
things will have an important bearing on
our eapacity to continue in the suceessful
necupation and production of many of the
farming lands of this State.

But overshadewing all these things is the
problem of how the United States of
America will use her tremendous financial
and economic resources. Without the aid
of financial and technical assistance from
that eountry in reinstating and re-estab-
lishing Europe, and in reinstating the
industrial and economie plans of the
Kuropean countries, their reeonstrucfion
will be very slow. Unless the Government
of the United States realises the responsi-
bilities attaching to it, in making its fin-
ancial resources available to internal
Furope, there will be, in my view, a pos-
sibility of such bitterness and such retard-
ation within Europe that the United States
will go down in history as a nation that

not merely failed to accept its opportanity,
but failed miserably in its responsibilities!
If the richest country in the world is not
prepared to recognise its responsibility to
use its wealth in re-invigorating, partien-
larly the central countries of Europe, the
prospects of peace must be affected, and
so must the external and internal stability
of Europe.

I fear that I could weary the House with
this subjeet, but I suggest it as one which
might well serve to give to members of this
Chamber food for thought and opportunity
for speeches. It gives more than oppor-
tunity for speeches; it gives the chance to
take action based on thoughtful contribu-
tions and suggestions. There has been no
period in the history of this nation when
greater attention was necessary te what
eareful and thoughtful plapning will make
as a contribution for future generations. I
think, therefore, that ecurageous finaneial
policies, greater international trade, the will
to work and the spirit of understanding,
rather than suspieion, are essentials in the
whole plan. All of these things are in-
valuable to Australia’s future. The stab-
ility of existing industries, the encourage-
ment of new ones and the maintenance of
subsidies will all have an impact on many
industries that we have become aceustomed
to consider as heing soundly established.

We need look at only one which is affect-
ed by the supply of world fais. The fats
posifion is the mest serious in the world’s
outlook for food. Never in recorded his-
tory has it been so serious, That, of itself,
suggests a serious threat, unless it is pro-
perly examined, to the dairy industry of
Australia. Far example, whale oil, which
is now being produced at the 1939 figure
of £24 a ton, is capable of being made into
margarine at 4d. a lb,, and that is a com-
modity so palatable and attractive as to
be almost indistinguishable from butter.
All these things are merely expressing
thoughts which, in the future, will have an
impor{ant bearing on many of Australia's
industries.

I will conclude my remarks on what
might he regarded as a parochial note.
Members have not, for many years, beard
me mention one of the most important in-
dustries of this State—the banana in-
dustry. It will take me only a moment or
two to traverse, briefly, its history. 1In
1923, an attempt was made to grow
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bananas in Carnarvon in an arid area en-
tirely different from their natural habitat.
It was a locality with a 6-inch to 8-inch
rainfall whereas in their natural ¢lime they
require 90 inches. As an officer of the
Department of Agriculture, I saw the first
attempt made to establish the industry on
the banks of the Gascoyne. Beeause Car-
narvon was in the same latitude as Bowen,
it was thought that bananas must grow at
Carnarvon, in spite of the 70 inches diff-
erence per annum in rainfall. That attempt
failed. I was the officer responsible for
discovering the plants that were dumped in
the river. They were diseased and could
have constituted a threat to any possible
revival of the industry.

Some plants remained through the years,
but it was not until 1931—and the reeords
can be verified by the Minister for Agri-
culture—that, acting on my recommenda-

tion, 300 plants were imported from
Queensland. In 1932, some 4,000 plants
came over. The history of the industry

since then has been that some of the business
people of the district itself have had,
uppermost in their minds, doubts as to
whether the industry could. possibly exist.
No private bank or big firm contributed a
shilling to its establishment. One or two
storekeepers, and some .local people with
faith in certain persons in the industry,
made their eontributions, but the hanks con-
tributed mnothing. They advanced not a
penny until they found that the men had
assets and something which was tangible.
The numher of permanent banana-growers
today is 90, and the pumber of ecasual
growers—that is, those on seasonal produe-
tion—is 23. The area under bananas on
the (Gascovne River is approximately 270
acres, and the anticipated output for the
next six months is 16,000 cases. The an-
ticipated planting for this year is 35 acres,
and the peak produetion figure of the last
siX or seven years is 24,000 eases,

T raise this matter on this oceasion for
a specific renson. There is, in the develop-
ment of post-war agricultvre in the other
States, an expansion of tens of thousands
of aeres for the planting of bananas. T
expeet an inflax into Western Australia
within the next two years becanse of the
improbability of the population of the
Enstern States consuming the production
of those States. That gives rise to the
possibility of dumping in Western Aus-

tralia, which would be detrimental to the
industry in this State. Having to some
extent shown an interest in the develop-
yuent of the industry, which has so far pro-
duced almosi £500,000 of wealth for West-
ern Australia, I say to the Government that
I expect from it a continuation of the inter-
est that its predecessors showed in it.

" It is an induostry which has no parallel in
the world—bananas grown under irrigalion.
The only other possible comparison is that
of the industry in the Canary Islands where
the plants are partly grown under irrigatinn.
Bananas at Carnarvon- have heen produccd
in the drought years without a spot of
rain falling on the plants, which, as [ have
said, require in their natural habitat 90
inches of rain. This industry has brought
to the distriet, in an area where 15 to 20
sheep used fo feed, 90 families of Austra-
lians. It i= my intention later in the
session to bring down legislation of a
most proteetive character, protective to the
limit that Section 82 of the Constitution will
permit, to ensure not only that dumping
from the Eastern States will be rendered
difficult but that every opportunity will he
given for the industry in this State to
progress.

MR. PEREINS (York) [5.47): At the
outset, Mr, Speaker, [ wish to*congratulate
you on your elevation to the high position
that you now hold in this House. I have
alveady congratulated you privately, bhut
take this opportunity of doing so in public.
I am rather sorprised that members of the
Labour Party have been so thin-skinned-—
if T may put it that way—on the question of
cleetion propaganda. T am amnzed that so
mneh exeeption has been taken by members
of that Party in this House—during this
sessioi—to the elcetion propaganda of ather
Parties, when the severity of criticism in
Labonr propaganda, in many instanees that
one ean think of, has run to much more ex-
trefne lengths than anything quoted so far
against other Parties in thiz House.

Hon. A. H. Panton: We have not quoted
half of it yet.

Mr. PERKINS: While I deprecate un-
truthful or exagoerated eleetion statemeuts,
from whichever Party they eeme, it is little
use the pot ealling the kettle black, and T
am doubtful whother the Labour Party can
he held up as an example in this matter as
far as its election propaganda is concerned.
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Hon. J. T. Tonkin: It would make that
statement mueh stronger if you eould give a
single example from the last clection.

Mr. PERKINS: 1 do not intend to delve
inte it as T do not think it would serve any
useful purpose, but I do wish to express my
surprise at so much exception being taken
hy the Labour Party when it is common
knowledge that no Party is entirely blame-
fexs in this regard. I personally think the
Labour Paorty is less able than other Parties
to take exception to what was done during
the eleciion eampaign. 1 eome next to the
execption that has been faken to the tying
up of State and Federal polities. I believe
it is impossible to keep them entirely sepa-
rate, in view of the fact that they overlap at
s0 many points. Whether or not members
of any Party would wish to keep State and
Federal politics in watertight compartments,
I think the public—when all is said and
done the public make the final decisions in
these matters—do mix the two- together.
That has ocenrred in both the Federal and
State elections recently held. I do not think
it ean be objected to, and certainly members
of any Party in either sphere are entitled to
point out how far they are responsible for
actions that have been taken in their own
particular fields. There is this overlapping
of policy, and in Western Australia I think
it is difficult for the Labour Party entirely
ta dissoeiate itself in the public mind from
industrial troubles oceurring in the Eastern
States. .

Hon. A. H. Panton: Tell us why? '

Mr. PERKINS: Western Australian
Labour sends its official representatives to
both industrial and political movements in
the Eastern States.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Are you sure of that?

Mr. PERKINS: 1 am perfectly certain
of it, and the interjector knows it is {rue.
When we find shortages of essential goods
produced in the Eastern States, due to in-
dustrial troubles ecaused by union bodies on
which industrial labour in Western Austra-
lia has a voice, the public of this State are
entitled to ask what representations have
been made by the relevant bodies in Western
Australia in order to obviate those indus-
trial disturbances.

Hon. A. R, G. Hawke: It is a pity that
you do not know what you ave talking about.

Mr. PERKINS: In many instances, o
far as the public knows, little action has

heen taken to influence those unions in tl
Easlern States.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Your lack of knov
ledge is terrible.

Mr. PERKINS: The' Leader of tk
Opposition has referred to the many diffien
ties that this situation has created in Wes
ern Australia, and I do not think I nee
stress them. As an outstanding example w
have the shortages met with in the housin
indostry. It is well known that such diff
culties have existed for a considerable tinu
and we are not likely to see the position er
tirely rectified wntil there has been a gres
improvement in the production in the Easl
ern States of certain essential commoditie:
One item of policy to which reference migh
properly be made is the introduction of th
40-hour week. I believe many people othe
than members of the Labour Party regar
the 40-hour week as a desirable objective
but it is open to question whether th
proper time to introduce a 40-hour week i
when we are short of nearly all essentia
items,

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: The time is neve
opportune.

Mr. PERKINS: In recent statement
from the Bastern States it has been clearl:
indicated that unless workers in industrie
in which the 40-hour week has been grante
are prepared to work overtime it will in
volve a one-eleventh less produnetion of thes
commodities.

Hon. A. H. Panton: They said that 5
years ago when we asked for the eight-how
day.

Mr. PERKINS: There have recenth
been indications that sueh a reduetion it
supply is taking place. The reduction of
supplies in the housing industry is one ifen
that has been menttoned, and the housing
pogition has repercussions on many ofhe
industries. If the unions that have beet
responsible for pressing most strongly for 1
reduction of working hours to 40 per weel
were told that their members would he pre.
Judiced in obtaining various essential com.
modities that are in short supply at present,
they possibly would view the situation ia
guite a different light. Whether that ques
tion has ever been properly brought home tc
those people, I am in some doubt. One
would think that in a peried when commodi-
ties are in short supply, not only the general
public but also the workers immediately en-
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gaged in industry would consider this parti-
cular aspeet. Perhaps it is diffienlt for the
persons acinally concerned with the redue-
tion of hours to take a broad view of the
whole situation, but one would expect the
leaders of the movement to give the workers
a clear lead. That elear lead, however, has
not been given Dby any great nuwmber of
Labour leaders.

" Hon. J. B. Sleeman: What do vou want
them to do?

Mr. PERKINS: In justice to the Prime
Minister, 1 must mention the statements by
him that have indieated the dangerous posi-
tion into which he fears Australia is drift-
ing. Some very pood statements have also
been made by leaders in New Zealand, but
there are far too few leaders of the indus-
trial unions or of political Labour who have
been prepated to take the risk, if I may so
express it, of jeopardising their own posi-
tions by adopting a sufficiently statesman-
like attitude.

Hon., A. H. Panton: Have yon ever read
what Comrade Thornton said? .

Mr. PERKINS: If he is one of the hon.
member's  leaders, Heaven help the move-
ment! L have heen leading up to this point
that many of ns have for a long time enter-
tained fears as to where the present drift in
Australian finance is likely to land us.
Statements recently made by the Prime
Minister indicate that we may expect a de-
pression. Many of us had hoped that suffi-
cient machinery would be set np to obviate
the recurrence of a depression on the seale
of which Australia has had experience.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: We bave not got
one yet.

Mr. PERKINS: But we have been warn-
ed by the Prime Minister that we may ex-
pect one. [ have grave fears as to where
we ave heading. The surplus spending
power in the hands of the people of Austra-
lia eontinues to increase. Tn speaking of
surplus spending power, I am referring to
money that would be expended if the goods
and serviees were available to spend it on. In
a period when we should expect production
to inerease in order to balance that surplus
spending power, the relation between avail-
gble goods and services and the spending
power in the hands of the people should be
improving rather than becoming worse. Yet
all the statements being issued by finaneial
Institutions and made by lenders of the

Commonwealth Government seem to indicate
that the position is serions. From our own
observations, too, we can readily helieve that
the production of many essential eommodi-
ties is not improving; in fact, in some cases
it appears to be getting worse,

I think most economists agree that any -
system of price control should he used only

.in an emergency as a bridge between s

period when, for any extraordinary reason
such as war, a large surplus of spending
power would inevitably be built up, and the
period when, under more normal conditions,
produetion would inercase and balance the
spending power. Survely, then, it is reason-
able to expect at this stage after the conclu-
sion of hostilities that there should be some
huilding up in the level of production.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: T should like to
hear the Speaker on that point.

Mr. PERKINS: Controls were continued
in order to prevent prices from sosring
te nbsolutely unreasonable heights. Under
any system of price control, it is impossible
for the prices ecommission to see that
prices are kept strietly fair as regards
the relationship between one commodity and
another and to maintain a proper balance
between essential and luxury articles. There
is a tendeney to be rather easicr on the
price-control of luxury articles than of
essential goods and services, which bulk so
largety in the determination of the basic
wage as well as in the lives of the people
generally. There is a natural tendency for
firms to coneentrate on the production of
articles that are luxumries or, semi-luxuries,
on which a larger margin of profit ean be
iade than on the production of essential
goods. There is even a tendency, due to the
very heavy taxation rnfes now operating,
for same firms to mark time, more or less,
and for their executives to avoid the further
worry to themselves that an increase of pro-
duetion would cause, the value of whieh
cxtra production would be largely offset by
their having to make heavier contributions
to taxation revenue.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: They should have
{heir businesses taken away from them.

Mr. PERKINS: I suggest that the hon.
member advoeate that policy on the hustings
when he gets an opportunity.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: I shall do that, too.

Mr. PERKINS: In any event, we are
runping into a very diffieult period indeed.
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Many of us expected that, with this lapse of
time after the eonclusion of hostilities, we
would be much nearer than we are to halane-
ing production and the supply of goods with
the spending power of the people. Actually,
as [ have already stated, the position is
rather worse than it was. I hope that our
worst fears will not be realised and that
eventually production and supply will be
bulunced not by the very unjust expedient
of a vicious spiral of prices and a measure
of inflation in Australia, such as has taken
place in other countries where mis-govern-
ment has ocenrred. It is possible for this
to happen in Australia unless we are wisely
guided by our leaders, and unless there is
willingness on the part of all producers fo
inerease production and thus bring about a
state of affairs where the goods and serviees
available will equal the money in the hands
of the people. | do not think I need say
anything about the undesirability of any
measure of inflation, which would npset not
only financial relationships, but alse the
economy of the nation.

Hon.

Mr. PERKINS: There is no danger of
deflation just at present. The danger is all
from the other side. I think the Address-
in-reply is the oceasion when some of these
extremely dangerous national trends should
he discussed by members, I desire to take
this opportunity to mention my fears in this
conneetion and my belief that it is the duty
of leaders of industry, whether they he em-
ployers or employees, trade union oflicials or
persons in any position of influence, to
direct their attention to inereasing produc-
tion. Whatever shortages exist ean only be
supplied by increasing production. All sorts
of means of re-distributing goods and ser-
viees available may be emploved, all kinds
of rationing systems introdnced, but the
only way properly to satisfy our people is
to increase production to the point which T
have already mentioned.

Mr. Reynolds: We will have another de-
pression like the one in 1929.

L]

Mr. PERKINS: The hon. member'’s
leader in the Commonwealth Parliament has
suggested that a depression is coming. M.
Chilley said quite defiritely that theve wirs
danger of anothey depression.

Hon. A. R. Q. Ilawke: That is something
different.

J. B. Slecman: So would deflation.

Mr. PERKINS: Apparently his fear
are based on such a depression beeause o
the pauecity of production of certain of ou
essential commodities. One can easily se
that a depression could cceur and I do ne
think I need stress that point. The produe
tion of one industry is the raw material o
another industry. If we allow the extrem
left-wing unions, such as the Iron Workers
Union, to hold up the production at thi
Broken Hill Cos works at Neweastle, ani
if we allow the extreme left-wing member:
of the Miners’ U'nion in the Eastern State:
to hold up essential coal production there, if
will mean that we shall have a dlmmlshmg
quantity of raw materials for our industries
in Western Australia.

Members are aware what is taking plaec
in our industrial establishments. We have
the Welshpool tractor industry held up he-
cause of shortage of essential materials
from the Eastern States; we have body-
building works held up because they eannot
obtain iron sheefs; we need buses for trans-
pott, we need school buses and materials for
the "rehabilitation of our transport syt
generally. All of thexe things are held up
beeause of the shortage of materials that we
need from industrial establishments in the
Eastern States. Members must realise that
the diminishing supply of these essentinl
materials from the Eastern States must
eventunlly throw nien out of emplovment in
our State,

Hon, J. B. Sleeman:
in this State?

Mr. PERKINB: That is a very bright
suggestion! The member for Fremantle
konows that it is absolutely impossible to
manufacture some of those essentinl eommo-
dities economically in Western Australia.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman : We should make our
own iron and stecl.

Mr., PERKINS: The member for Fre.
mantle knows that that is impossible. In
order to do what he suggests, it would he
necessary to establish such an industry on a
large scale basis. Sueh industries are now
established at eertain points, and I am very
surprised indeed that any member of this
House should advocate that Western Aus-
fralia should bheecome an entirely self-con-
tained wanit. T have just been listening to
the Leader of the Opposition, who is the
leader of the member for Fremantle, advo-
cating a hetter approach to world affair«

Why not make them
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amd & wider coneeption of international
trade, and here we have a member suggest-
ing that Western Australia should be a self-
contained unit! I submit that that kind of
argument does not make sense,

I point out again that the output of one
industry is the raw material of another in-
dustry; and unless the men employed in the
basic industries of Australia are prepared
to do their part it is possible that un-
employment will be created at remote points
in Australin. Such unemployment, when
created at one point, would have a snow-
balling effect, and goodness only knows
what the eventual result might he. The
only way out of our difficulty is to increase
production, and it is not right that the ear
of the public should be tickled by people,
who should know better, with suggestions
that the vesult ean be achieved by some
other means. I was interested to bear the
remarks of the Leader of the Opposition on
wheat production. I eould hope that the
Minister controlling the Commonwealth De-
partment of Commerece and the prominent
oflicials employed there shared the view of
the Leader of the Opposition m this Parlia-
ment.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. PERKINS: Before tea I was making
some comments on the remarks of the
Leader of the Opposition concerning wheat
produetion. I said that I wished certain
Federal Ministers and permanenti officers of
the Federal Department of Commerce held
views mere skin fo those of the Leader of
the Opposition on that snbject. For several
vears we have been hearing foreeasts from
hoth TFederal Ministers and permanent
officers of that department that we wonld
shortly see a very serious slump in wheat
prices. T can remember that ahout two
Years ago we were fold that unless some-
thing was done rapidly to organise the
wheat industry, it would be too late because
the then existing price could not possihly
continwe. However, since then there has
been a rise of about 5s. a bushel; but we are
still hearing foreeasts that the wheat prices
are going to slamp.

I am one who believes that in times of
high prices it is desirable to put something
by in order to tide us over the more difficult
times that may occur in the fature. But T
do not believe that a very serious slumyp is
close at hand or just around the corner, as

ecertain officers have forecast. This question
of wheat prices opens up a very wide field
indeed. It is to the benefit of wheat pro-
ducers and the people of Australia as a
whole that the international price of wheat
should be kept at as stable a level as pos-
sible; because obviously whatever we do
within Australiz regarding the international
stabilisation of prices must be very serionsly
affected by what happens to the intfer-
national price of wheat. If there is any
very serious sluwmp in international wheat
prices and in Australia we try to keep the
internal price paid to the producers at
a paysble level, it will be necessary to infer-
fere with the internal economy on farms by
some arbitrary restriction of produetion if
we are not going to build up an absolutely
unmanageable surplus in Australian produe-
tion.

We cannot control international prices to
any degree without setting up some Kind of
international organisation, which does not
seem practical politics. It must be fairly
obvions that if an attempt is made to control
the price of wheat witbin Australia and no
attempt is made to control the prices of
other primary products produced on wheat
tarms, then in the event of a stump in prices
of those other products there will be a
tendency for a concentration to be made on
the production of wheat. The position in
the past has been that when the inter-
national wheat priees have fallen the inter-
national prices of other produets have also
fallen. 1f the prices of other products fall
on the international market, and there is no
stabilisation seheme in vegard to them in
foree in Australia, they will fall to unpay-
able levels and the tendeney on the farms
will be to pay greater attention to the pro-
duction of wheat. So actually a very heavy
strain indeed would be put on whatever
fund it was possible to build up to provide
for the internal stabilisation of wheat prices.

Therefore it is of very great moment hoth
to the wheat producers and to the economy
of Australin generally that interpational
priees of wheat and other primary commeodi-
tics should be kept as stable as possible.,
Members will probably recall that at the
worst period of the depression, between
1930 and 1940, when the wheat price at
sidings in Western Australin was as low as
1s. 8d. per bushel, the price being paid to
wheat producers in the European econsum-
ing countries was never less than about 8s.
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a bushel. TIn every one of those European
consuming countrics the price to the pro-
ducer there was kept far above the free
international price of wheat, the pricc that
was paid for the wheat which was exporied
from Australia to those European consum-

ing countries—or any other econsuming
countries for that matter.
Of course those ecountries had various

systems and legislation which provided for
imposts on the wheat being imported in
order to bring the imported wheat up fo the
level of the home produced wheat. It
seemed to the producers in Australin af that
time that if it was possible to divert the
energy of those producers of wheat in those
Euaropean producing aud consuming coun-
tries to other forms of production, it would
be possible very soon to deal with the
apparent over production of wheat that
existed in the world at that time. But the
position then was wholly artificial and for
one reason or another it was necessary for
those Luropean countries to make their
economy as sclf-contained ns possible.  So
they adopted the policy of producing  ax
much wheat as possible in order to aveid
damage to their infernal economy.

We heard many statements from world
leaders that were endorsed by all politieal
leaders in this country alonz the lines of the
Atlantie Charter—or the Four Freedoms o~
we knéw them. One of those Four Free-
doms was to provide in cffeel Tor wueh
greater 1reedom  of trade  Defween  the
nations of the world. 1 submit that if that
poliey could he earvied out, most of the Jitfi-
enttivs we have experienced in regard  te
slumpys in international rives for proauery
products would be very greatly redueed in-
deedd, if not entively eliminated. Bat there
seems very arave doubt at present as fo how
many of the ideaks ontiined o the Aleantie
Charter are ooing to bhe {ranshited  indo
practiee. 1 am atvaid, very little! The
diflicnltivs tha: Dritain is now facing, whieh
the Leader of the Opposition referred o a,
some lenath, show very dearly how far we
have fallen short of the ideals of the Alan-
lie Charter.

Recent!y, in the Commonwenlilh Pavlin-
ment, a o n-tlerable ainount. of dehate 1ook
place on thie Bivtton Woods Agreemont. !
have remd (nite @ deal of literalure on that
agreeme.t andd, s T understand git, the vea-
son prompting it wns to set up a kind of
international hank or exehange which wonld

do the same for international trade as ouw
ordinary banking system does for the vari
ous exchanges which take place between th
people living within our own national houn
daries. It was, in effect, to provide for the
freer exchange of international goods anc
services as required by the various peope:
of the world. That was a very worthy idea
but it does not seem to be working particn
larly well. Certainly we scem to he drifting
Lark into the bad old position that existec
prior to the war, when countries were striv
ing Lo be as sclf-contained as possible. Wi
were reaily returding progress and getting
away from the Dbenefits which we had come
to regard as being obtained by a prope
division of labour, and which achieved suct
an outstanding bnprovement in our interaa
ceohomy. Therefore I think that all pro
ducers of primary commodities should b
concerned about this trend in internationn
affairs.

If the idea of nations striving to make
their economy as self-contained as possibk
is awain to become the general policy ol
many countrivs, then [ am afraid we will sec
onee more the difenlties which followed the
awkward perind hetween 1930 and 11H0, 1l
v hard tor us in Australia to suggest any
poliey fo reverse that 1rend.  Obviously, in
international affairs, the Commonwealth ear
play only a minor part compared with othes
nations, pariienlarly the Unifed Stages. |
think that many of ns ave extrowely disap.
pointed that the United States of  Ameries
has nat taken it more reali-tie view of where
it~ volietes must lead if it per<ist- in b
attitade of vestrieting trade, TE it does nnt
anottnt to anvthing else: it most resalt in
restriction of teade. :

Ave Mavzhall: Would not that alfeer its
intornal veanowmy !

Mr. PERKINS: Yes.

Alv, Murshall: 1t s affecting 0t yow
Amerviep ko~ L0000 nnemieyed and ex-
peets to have B000000 Ly the end ot the
veur,

Mr. PERKINS: 11 owill alfeet tipe inter-
vattonal economy of every couviry hecinse
ohvinusly ench e pation plaves restries
tions on nternational drade apd npeets the
flow ol sommaodities il wises reperwsions
annd mens that there i< a <tite of ennbinnons
Hux in the e:onomie affaivs of that nation.
Itoappears to me that it i= Table (o produee
the same unsatistictory <ort of  eronomy
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whick existed in many eountries prior to the
war. 1 was partienlarly relating my ve-
rh~ lo wheat produection, and I very mueh
wiunt io make the point that, <o tar as whenl
rices ave concerned, althongh we arve aceus-
tomed 1o think ol 3s., 6s. or 8s. a busiel as
Inine very high prices for wheat in Austra-
lin, =uch prives are, judged by what is paid
to the producers of wheatl in the great con-
suminge  countries, very moderate,  When
our pwoducers were reeciving only ls. 8d.
a bushel at the siding, the Governments ol
these Kuropean consuming countries found
i necessury to pay their wheat producers 8s.
or wure per bushel for the wheat they grew.

It a kind of world eceonomy conld be
evolved whereby these Ruropean nafions
which are able to produee perishable tood-
staffs of one kind and another—milk, fruit,
cgms and other foods eommonly termed hy
medical people protective foods—ceould go
in tor that tvpe of produetion, we in Aus-
tralia could produce the other bosie foods,
suel as wheat, muech more eheaply than
would he possible in the European countries,
and that would he to the benefit of heth
peoples, We could concentrate on the pro-
duction of those foods with whieh we are
well equipped to dleal, and that would enabie
the consaming countries to concentrate omn
the protective foods, which wonld ensure o
higlher standard of lLiving for their people.
That would be a distinet benefit to the con-
suming nattons and also o the Australian
producers of wheat, wool, meat and other
primury products. It would, also of course,
“ he of distinet advantage to the Australian
economy as & whole. T did want to make
that point, beeause 1 fear that far too many
people in Australia fail to realise that
during the difficult period when wheat
prices were very low here the amownt paid
in the great wheat-consuming countries was
several times what was received hy the pro-
ducers in Australia,

Touwching on a ecouple of rather more
domestie questions, I wonld like, first of all,
to congratulate the State Housing Commis-
sion on making such a very good job of the
diftieult problem confronting it. It has the
unenviable task of alloeating the limited
supplics of materials available at the present
time among the many people who need them
so badly. As far a5 I am able to judge, a rea-
sonably good job is being done. Of course,
nnomalies will eceur, but T think there is not
much cause for dissatisfaction. I want to

touel on a watler, the full significance of
whith many peeple do not appear to vealise.
Reverting to the diflicull period between
1330 and ™0, our primary producers were
then recciving véry low prices tor what they
were” roducing, and that, in twen, eansed a
great deal of finaneial hardship in the eoun-
try areas. It was  impossible for many
people—if any —to huprove their standard
of living to any great extent. Western
Australia was particulariy luaed hit beeanse
in the carlier period, following the 1914-18
war., much of our outer whenthell ecountry
and a considerable amount of onr daivying
couniry was only tn {he developmental stage.

During the period of good prices which
then existed the money reveived woent back
into the development of the properties and
not mneh was spent on the improvement of
farm omenities. In the period from 1930
to 1940 one wounld have expecled amenities
to be installed had there been more monev
avuilable to the primary producers. That is
whatl happened in other States at an earlier
perind, when, after the pioncerjng work was
finished, good prices were available and
many farmers were able to improve their
amentties.  Sinee pre-war theve has been an
improvement in the finances of meost of our
farmers and there is evidenee of anxiety to
improve living conditions, but that, unfor-
tunately, has coineided with a shortage in
the supply of many materials. We cannot
do much about it in some respeets, but |
think materials will have to be allotted for
this purpose.

The Housing Commission hax to hold
some balance between the unecds of the
metropolitan avea and towns and those of
the country distriets and T (hink if is peees-
snry to allot a reasonable quota to the
country areas if we are to enevurage our
farmers to stay on the lond and enrry on
their prodmetion. I know there are many
desperate eases in the metropolitan area,
but there are also many farmers and their
emplovees living wnder bad conditions.
Many farm houses would, if they were in
the metropolitan area, he declared unfit for
human habitation. They would be eon-
demined by the local authorities. It is only
natural] that farmers should try to improve
their living conditions, and if some en-
couragement to that end is not given there
will be a tendeney for them to drift to the
metropolitan area where numerous other
attractions ave available,



98 [ASSEMBLY.]

During the period from 1930 to 1940, and
even earlier, there was a tendeney to em-
ploy only single men on farms. For a long
while I have eonsidered that to be a great
weakness in the organisation of our rural
community. It has had bad effects and has
made living conditions more difficult for
the farmer. It has given the farmer’s wife
a great deal of exfra work to do in cooking
tfor perhaps two or three men in addition
to her own family. It has not been satis-
factory from the point of view of the men
concerned, It is only to be expected that
young men will at some stage desire to
marry and have families of their own, and
I am afraid that in far too few instances
was there sunitable housing available for
them on the farms. Consequently during
the period before the last war the farming
industry lost many good men, particularly
to the Goldfields, where working conditions
were hetter.

Tt is now almost impossible to obtain
single men for farm work, as there are
many other avenues open to them in the
metropolitan area and elsewhere, and they
tend to gravitate away from the farms. I
do not blame them for that. There has been
vonsiderable demand on the Housing Com-
mission for permits to build homes on farms
to aecommodate married men, and such a
demand is likely to be intensified. I hope
it is, beecause until the men required to
work on farms ean be properly housed that
industry will not reach a =atisfactory
state, 1f we are to maintain produnetion
and develop our farms to the maximum
possible extent, so that Australia may play
her full part in feeding a hungry world,
it is vital to do everything possible to gear
up preoduction on farms and elsewhere to
the highest piteh.

T do not think Australia’s record in both
secondary and primary production sinee
the war is one of whieh we ean he proud. I
have already referred to production in
secondary industries, but, in the case of
our primary industries, we have not done
particularly well. Since the war there has
been some increase in wheat production
and this year the figure is likely to be im-
proved. In other directions the figures do
not eompare favourably with those of the
pre-war period. One of the most important
Yimiting factors on farm production is
shortage of labour. It is unreasonable to
expect that any great number of single men

can be induced to go back to the farms
under present conditions, and a bealthy de-
velopment would be to employ more married
men on such work, That policy would
have many social advantages. The Minis-
ter for Education knows how difficult it is
to provide adequate educational facilities in
country areas. If we can provide a greater
density of population, by employing more
people with families in the rural areas, it
will then be easier to organise school facili-
ties to serve sueh distriets.

One domestiec question to which I desire
to refer ix that of water supply. We have
recently had from the Government some
announcements on the comprehensive water
scheme. In country areas there are divided
opinions as to the reticulated water scheme.
In some districis the communities are
elamouring for it, and in others they say
they do not need it. There is one area south
of Cunderdin, the residents of which have
signed a petition requesting that they be
not supplied with any veticulated water
scheme. They say they have sufficient water
supplies already. T think the wishes of
such people should be respreted. Theyve are
surely enough requirements on which to
spend available Government finance with-
out foreing upon some people something
that is not wanted, I econsider that the
people actnally on the joh should he the
hest judges of what they need.

On the other hand, people in some areax
are clamouring for an immediate improve-
ment in water supplies, For instanee, only
this morning I received a petition signed
by 129 ratepayers of Bruce Rock asking
that the mains be cxtended to that centre
from Merredin. As members will realise,
in many wheat areas the rainfall hag been
quite sufficient to bring the crops along
nicely, but has not been heavy enough to
fil) the dams, rock eatchments and other
natural eatchments in those areas. The
dam that supplies the town of Bruee Rock
is only one-third full and, on present indi-
cations, the people’ in that centre will be
on water restrictions by Oectober. Quite
likely the Government will be hauling
water by rail from Merredin to Bruce Rock
by the new year. Thus the position there
is very serious. I hope the Government
will he able in the near future to obtain
gsome pipes for puiting in that extension.
If 17 ar 18 miles of large-sized pipes were
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laid in the first section, a smaller pipe could
be used to earry the water the rest of the
way and tide the people over this difficult
period.

1 mention these facts to show the varied
conditions that exist in the country areas.
While I am aware that plans are in hand
to deel with the water supply position in a
big way, 1 believe that, in regard to more
urgent cases, it should not be necessary to
wait until there oceurs a period of reces-
sion, or whatever name may be applied to
it, when it would be deemed desirable to
instal water schemes to provide employment
becuuse of slackness of other employment
generally. We should not wait until then to
effeet some big improvements.

My, Triat: Are you yourself in favour
of a eomprehensive water scheme?

My, PERKINS: T consider it is neces-
sary to make n sorvey in  order to
asvertain where g water supply should be
provided. The only survey made so far has
been aleng the lines of where it was hydrau-
lically possible to send water, but no survey
has been made to discover where the water
is required by settlers, and that information
is equally essential as is the survey to
asecrtain the hydraulic possibilittes.  To
foree any facility on people when they say
they do not need it is merely wasting
national resources and some such investiga-
tion as I have mentioned is very necessary.

However, I raise the other point as to
the need for ecatering for some of those
places where water supplies are unrgently
" required. At the west end of my electorate,
the mains are in poor condition and the
guantity of water coming through in normal
times is unequal to the demand. Members
will have seen the very fine market gardens
now being conducted on the outskirts of
York. At certain times of the year, quite
8 large proportion of the green vegetables
used in Perth comes from those gardens,
and the gardeners for a portion of the year
depend upon water from the' Goldfields
scheme. It is very important indeed that
the pipes should be adequate to meet domes-
tie as well as gardening needs in those
arcees, Ne doubt the Minister is well in
touch with these matters, but I have men-
tioned them to give members an idea of the
complex nature of the problem in. just one
part of the State.

In conelusion, I congratulate the Govern-
ment npon having appointed a commission
of inquiry into the railways. The trans-
port system presents one of the most
diffienlt problems with whick the Gov-
ernment has to deal, and unless a consider-
able improvement ean be made, the effect
on the economy of the State may be
extremely serious, I believe that the mem-
ber for Irwin-Moore will have something to
say sbout the transportation of wheat.

Mr. Triat: What about the transportn-
tion of superphosphate?

Mr. PERKINS: That also is bound up
with the problem. Unless we can improve
our transport system-so that it will be able
to deal with essential commodities and eon-
vey the wheat to the port within the year
following that in which it is produced, it
will not be of mueh use producers earrying
on with anather ¢rop. Unless the transport
system can hondle the c¢rop in the current
year, it will be necessary to re-allocate
essential material from the eommon building
material pools to provide storage for the
excess wheat that cannot he conveved to the
port. Naturally the present high priee of
wheat eannot be expected to continne inde-
finitely, and therefore it is most desirable to
sell our wheat as quickly as possible, not only
that it may be made available to feed a starv-
ing world, but also that there may be obtain-
ed for the producers as good a price as pos-
sible. TFrom whatever angle the problem
may be regarded, it is most desirable that
aur wheat should be conveyed to the port
as quickly as -possible,

If the wheat is not transported to clear
the bins for the following harvest, ma-
terials normally used in the building pro-
gramme—galvanised iron, timber, ete—
will have to be allocated to the country in
order to provide increased storage for
wheat. Actually, all we are doing is putting
off the evil day, because some time or other
our transpert system has to Qeal effectively
with the ecarriage of our essential com-
modities. In any event, I consider the
Government has made a good start by
instituting this inquiry. At least, whatever
action is faken, the Government, the mem-
bers of this Honse and the people of the
State will be as well informed as possible
of all the problems involved.
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MR. NEEDHAM (Perth) [8.10]: I desire
in the firast place, in commen with other
members who have preceded me in this de-
hate, to tender to you, Sir, my sincere con-
gratulations on your elevation to your very
high office. T feel sure that in anything you
may do in your position you will worthily
uphold the traditions of the Speaker’s office
s0 well known and so well established in
the Parliaments of the British Common-
wealth. I also feel sure that while you oceupy
that position yon will follow the splendid
example of your able predecessor and deal
impartially with members and with the sub-
jeets on whieh you have to rule. [ also join
with members in the chorus of congratula-
fions to our friends opposite who oceupy
the eoveted positions of membhers on the
Treasury Benekh. I am sure they will acquit
themselves well, as far as their abilities will
allow them, in the carrying out of the
respongibilities of their offices.

I partienlarly congratulate the Honorary
Minister on her elevation te Cabinet rank.
She also, 1 feel sure, will be assiduous in the
discharge of the duties’ appertaining to her
responsible position and will earry them out
in the same way as she discharged her duties
while a private member oecupying a seat on
this side of the Chamber, Already she has
aequired the Ministerial ability to evade
direct questions; so far as she has gone, she
has proved herself an apt pupil in that re-
spect. I also desire at this juneture to con-
gratulate my leader on his eloquent speech
this afternoon when speaking on the
Address-in-reply, and particularly on his re-
ferences to the international sitwation. At
the present moment we see but little pros-
peet of an immediate improvement in the
economic condition of the world today.

It has been truly said that, the world is
now in a worse position, in a sense, than it
was during the war years. During that
period there was the agony of mind asso-
ciated with the effort to overcome or stem
fanatieal Fascism. But, as I have said, in
a sense the world was never in such a had
position as it is today. In 1940 and 1941
Britain’s stand was the means of saving the
world for sane Government. Had it not been
for that stand, T venture to say we would
not be assembled in this Parliament today,
nor would we be enjoying our present free-
dom. In spite of the fact that that little
island alone faced the world against ruthless
tyranny and the worst enemy that history
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has known, in her preseni day of trial and
distress she is not getting much assistance,
What with the dollar greed of Ameriea and
the obstinagy of Russia, it is hard to say
when or how she will emerge from the eco-
nomic slough in whieh she finds herself.

1 wonder whether, after all the sacrifice
of human life and the agony and Jevasta-
tion that have followed two global wars in
{he short period of a little over thirty years,
it is all going to be in vain, and that we'
shall not achieve the target which was aimed
at—world peace. I have often wondered
whether it would not be possible to bring
about one tithe of the eo-operation between
the great powers that existed during the
war years. It is most remarkable that when
the vnemy was knocking at our door there

.was a unity of purpose, a unity of thought,

and a unity of action which, if followed in
peace-time, might save the world from de-
struction. However, we must do all we
can and hope for the best in this terrible
trial. :

[ will. not attempt to follow the some-
what involved speech of my friend the mem-
ber for York, particularly that portion deai-
ing with the dangers of inflation and a
probahle depression, At one stage of his
speech he predicted that a depression would
follow our eurrent situation if it were al-
lowed to continue. He quoted what Mr.
Chifley said in this connection, and in the
next breath told us there was no immediate
danger of disaster to our wheat industry—
the more wheat we wproduced, the helter.
Al T ean say about the danger of inflation
ig that it must be admitted. I would add that
we would be in even greater danger of in-
flation had it not been for the masterly way
in which the Commonwealth Governteent has
handled the financial situation during these
trying years.

The member for York also referred to the
40-hour week and the effect it would have,
if granted, on our national development. T
am not at all alarmed about that, Mr.
Speaker. The matter is before the Arbi-
tration Court and I am prepared to
stand by whatever that Court decides.
I have watehed very carefully all the
eriticism of the ease for a 40-howr week in
industry and T find very little difference
between the arguments against the 40-hour
week and those that were adduaced when, as
a vouth, T heard people speaRing agninst a
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reduction of working hours first from 60
to 54 a wuck, then later in life from 54 to
48 and fizally from 48 to 44. The same
arguments were used all along the track.
The danger to the national economy, the
flight of capital from the country, and all
the stoek arguments that were then advanced
are being advanced again today. I have no
fear that the nation will not survive the
adoption of a 40-hour week. It will survive
" the 40-hour week just as it survived a redue-
tion of working hours from 54 to 44.

[ come now to the question of the last
election and its results, and the first thing
to which i would refer is the shocking con-
dition of the electoral rolls during the March
crnpign, T venture to say that I have
contested more electiohs—both Federal and
Stale- -tnan any member of this Parliament;
tut 1 have never found the rolls in such a
shoeking condition as they were on this
ocreas.on. 1 am not going to blame anyone
tor that. I do not blame the officials of the
Electora! Department.  They carried out
the system prevailing under the Act. I do
not helieve in attacking any officer of any
department from my position in this House,
beenuse the:e men have not an opportanity
to reply; bat T sugpest that one of the first
things the Qovermwent should do is to re-
vise the whole of our clectoral machinery.
It wants vevision badly.

1 do nnt aememhber any election 1 have
foaght «t which so many people werg
wrongly struck off the roll. T am not alone
in makingy that statement or in holding that
contention. The two gentlemen who opposed
me in the Plcrf,h eleetorate had the same
opinion as myself and expressed it publicly
at the declaratien of the poll. Some people
were 12 blame foy their nomes not being on
the roll: T adiit that, But others had their
names removed  through no fault of thein
own, and there were more of them than of
the other xind. ome clectors who had been
on the roll for 10, 15 and 20 years and had
never left their domiciles had their names re-
moved and many of them did not even receive
a note of objection to their enrolment. It
would be a wise thing to provide for an over- -
haul of our electoral machinery, and one re-
form I would like to see effected—and 1 have

advoecated it for some time—is the
establishment of co-terminus  elecioral
boundaries,
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Mr. Munn: Why wes that not done 14
years ago? You had been in power for 14
years and nothing was done,

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: Are you biting al-
ready? )

Mr. NEEDHAM: It has not been done
because two authorities, Federal and State,
are concerned, My friend from Beverley
is in the unusual position of being in power
at the moment. We will see what vse he
maokes of the opportunity during his short
period of power.

Mr. Fox: He has not much power.

Mr. NEEDHAM: I suggest that we should
try to instifute eco-terminus boundaries.
That is to say, the boundary of a State
electorate should be the same as the bound-
ary for the State sub-division of the House
of Representatives. That system obfaing
in two or three of the Eastern States. 1
think it prevails in Vietoria and Queens-
land, and it has a double advantage. When
an eleetor makes a claim for enrolment his
name is placed on the Federal and the
State rvolls at the same time. This saves
printing and other expense. Another re-
form that should be brought about is that
when the department objeets to the name
of some elector being on the roll, the letter
stating the objection should be registered
in order to make sure that the person con-
cerned receives it.

The last election vesulted in a change of
Government, but I would say deliberately
that that change of Government was ef-
fected by members of the present Govern-
ment party making statements that were
not altogether true. In fact, T would go so
far as to say that the present Government
found its way to the Treasury bench
through false pretences.

The Attorney General:
ment always does!

Mr. NEEDHAM: The member for North-
East Fremantle made an even stronger
statement. He said that the Government
found its way to the Treasury bench by
means of frand. I will content myself by
saying that it did so throngh false pre-
tences, breecause the members of the Gov-
ernment party told the people on the hust-
ings that they would do eertain things they
knew to be impossible of fulfilment. They
ignored altogether the state of affairs that
existed as the result of six years of war.

Mr. Marshall: They knew all abont it-

Every Govern-
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Mr. NEEDHAM: They made the people
. believe that once they got on to the Treas-

ury bench, all the difficulties that had been
ocensioned by war would be removed. The
election of March last was not fought on
whaot I might eal) rival polieies—that is to
say the policy of the then Government as
against that of the Opposition. It was
fought entirely on the difficulties that the
people were then suffering and still suffer,
despite the change of Government. That
suffering will continue for some eonsider-
able time and this Government cannot pre-
vent its continuation.  One would have
thought, after reading the propaganda of
the oentlemen who are Ministers today,
that the housing problem would be settled
immediately they were re-elected; that
honses would come up, like mushrooms,
-overnight.

The Premier and his deputy, in their
speeches, made light of the diffienlties with
which the then Government was confronted,
and ignored entirely the sitnation brought
ahou! as a resolt of the war. They made
ont that the problems relating to soldier
settlement, power, education, health, hos-

pitals, nurses, ete., would all be fixed up

in a short time. As I have already saia,
the position has not improved in any way
and, refore T resume my seat, I shall give
instances of where the Ministers now admit
the diffienlties facing them, but which they
entirely ignored when on the hustings. The
leading article in ‘*The West Australian™
of the 2nd April, the day after the Pre-
mier assumed office—the 1st April, as I
said vesterday, was a very appropriate day
for the Government to take over because,
if its members were not April fools they
sneeceded in making fools of the electors
who put them there, as events have sinece
proved~-mentioned that the Gavernment
was pledged to getting things done. We
will see what it has done sinee being elec-
ted.

The present Ministers, when private mem-
bers on the hustings, spoke airily of the
disabilities due to long years of war. It
was the difficult task of members an this
side of the House, when seeking re-elec-
tion, to point out to the ecitizens the
reasons why there was a housing problem,
and why there were shortages of schools
and hospitals. It was beeanse the manhood
of this country, some 700,000 of them, had
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been engaged not in production but in a
work of destruction. Those men—some of
whom I am glad to see bere tonight, be-
cauge they have survived the ordeal—
could not be building houses when they
were trying, with their bodies, to save us
from the atrocities of a Japanese invasion.
But the present leaders oceupying the
Treasury beneh ignored that trouble. They
did not tell the people of those difficul-
fies. They brushed them aside and said,
““Put ws on the Treasury hench and you
will have plenty of houses, hospitals and
schools, and doetors, nurses and dentists
galore.”’ We will see Inter how they got
on with that.

Hospitals and houses were to be built
overnight. The hospitals were to be man.
ned at onee; ample nursing staff was as-
sured. Soldiers were to be settled immedi-
ately on the land, and additional school ac-
commodation would be found. Also, there
would be a plentiful supply of power for
industry. Those, in éssence were the pro-
mises contained in the poliey speeches of
the two leaders of the Government. But
that was before the election!

The men who made those promises knew
perfectly well that they conld not be ac-
complished. The fact is that all the dis-
abilities under which the peaple were lab-
ouring were ignored or flatly denied. The
administration of the Labour Government
was blamed for sll the troubles heing suf-
fered by the people, The member for York
tonight suggested that we on this side were
somewhat sensitive about certain eriti-
cism levelled at the Labour administration
during the last election campaign. T ean
assure him that I am not in that category.
T have heen long enough now in the publie
life of this eounlry to have got over any
sensitiveness T might have had, Buti there
is a difference between extravapant state-
ments, whieh T admit are sometimes made
by bhoth sides, and what T might call re-
marks amounting to false pretences, and
incorreet statements.

The Attorney (eneral: What about
forgery?

Mr, NEEDHAM: Their chickens are now
ecoming home to roost! The charges of in-
eptitude levelled against the Labour Gov-
ernment have been found to be groundiess.
T want to emphasise that point. It is now
admitted that the shortage of materials for
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bousing, and other conditions beyond the
contro] of the State Government, were re-
sponsible for the lack of homes, and the
promises of an early remedy are impossible
of acecomplishment. There is a difference
hetween the statements made by the leaders
of the Government during the election cam-
paign und those made since they have be-
come Ministers of the Crown. An import-
ant question dealt with during that time
was in conneection with power.

We were told that when the bhreakdown
in power supply occurred last year it was
the fault of the Labour Govérnment. That
was emphasised in the Press and on the
platform., The Labour administration was
charged with having failed to make pro-
vision against snch a contingency. It was
charged with failing to realise that there
wonld or might be a hreak-down in the
power supply, and with failing to make
provision for such emergency. The npew
Minister for Works has repeated that
charge in his warnings that cuts in elee-
tricity may he necessary this winter. Tt
was bad enough te make that charge—which
was unfounded—during the eclection cam-
paign, hut it was considerably worse of the
Minister for Works to repeat it when he
had inside knowledze of his own depart-
ment. A repetition of that charge is less
excusahle today following, as it does, a
comprehensive statement by the Chairman
of the Eleetricity Commission, Mr. Dumas,
in which he set ont that tenders were let
for the new power station at South Fre-
mantle in September, 1945. He is not a
member of the Australian Labour Party,
hut a responsible officer under the State
tiovernment. He said that tenders were
let for the new power stetion in September,
1945, 18 months hefore the election, yet
members opposite accuse the Government
of thai day of not having prepared for an
emergency that might arise in our power
supply.

Those tenders were let only a month after
the surrender of Japan, in August, 1945,
There was little time lost between the sur-
render by Japan and the Government
headed by the present Leader of the Op-
position getting to work on the importsnt
question of power supplies. Mr. Dumas
goes on to say that the only reason why
the new power station cannot be completed
within the contract period is that condi-
tions in England over the last two years
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have rendered it impossible for the con-
tractors—not the Labour Government-—to
earry out their promises. Bveryone knows
the industrial conditions obtaining in Great
Britein since the cessation of hostilities,
and Mr. Dumas has told us officially that
it is owing to those conditions that the
contractors cannot fulfil their contraet.

Mr. Marshall: Members opposite have
known that all along,

Mr. NEEDHAM: They know perfectly
well that the present position iz not the
fault of the Labour administration, but of
things entirely beyond its eontrol.

Hon, A. R. . Hawke: Hear, hear!

Mr. NEEDHAM: The date of the con-
tract of that huge undertaking is proof
positive—if sueh proof is needed—that in
the preceding six years of global war, with
an sll-ont war effort, while the result of
the war was still incaleulable, the Labour
(Government earried through the prelimin-
aries for this undertaking to meet future
power needs. My leader, at the close of
his speech, quoted a statement by the

then leader of the British nation, The
Rt. Hon. Winston Churchill, about
the wunceriainty of the end of the
war. At that time no-one knew
when the cease-fire would be sounded
and hostilities ended. Notwithstanding

that uncertainty the Labour Government led
by Mr. Wise, and charged with ineptitude
by the gentlemen opposite, had the fore-
sight to make. provision to increase our
power supply so that there would not be a
repetition of the diffienlties faced when sup-
plies ceased a while ago. The eomposite or
coalition or fusion Government-—eall it what
one will—now has & chance to overhaul
transport, to get the railways operating
efficiently and to expedite the house-building
programme.
Mr., Marshali: I will bet they eannot.

Mr. NEEDHAM : “The West Australian”
realised after the election that there were
difficulties in the way of this Government,
just as there were in the way of the pre-
ceding Government. Even thaf newspaper
had some doubt as to the ability of the pre-
sent administration to move more effectively
than its predecessor. Since the elections
were held I have had the responsibility of
introducing several deputations to different
Ministers of the Crown. The organisations
represenied by the depufations wanted cer-
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1ain things done. While the Minister to
whom the deputation was iniroduced lent
a sympuathetic car, he told the depatation
that the position was very difficuit and that
there were shortages of labeur and materials.

The Attermey General: They were  difli-
eulis yvou asked nie to define the wond
“phseene,”

Hon, A. H. Panion: And yon could not
do it,

The Attorney General: He eould not, hut
loft it to me,

Mr. NEEDHAM: At any rate, Ministers
did not say that when sceking the suffrages
of the electors. Then again I introduced a
deputation te the Minister for Works, It

was representative of the Western Australian

Progressive Edueational Leagne, The ve-
uquest placed bhefore the Minister was for
=eweragze connections for the schools. The
Minister was very sympathetie,

Mr, Marshall: Xo doubt!

Mr. NEEDHAM: He pointed ont to the
deputation the difficulty with vemard to
materials and labour. T took a deputation
to the Mintster for Health, who was asked to
provide more medical aud dental attention
at the sehools so as to safegnard the health
of the ehildren. Here again the hon, gentle-
man was very sympathetie. Tle asked the
deputation where he could get nurses or
dentists or doctors. The same Minister whan,
as #t private member of the Legislative Coun-
cil, he spoke on the hustings, did not put
that question to the electors. Rather did
he make ont that there were quite a number
of doetors, nurses and dentists whose ser-
viees shonld have been availed of.

Mr, Marshall: Pretending to he Man-
drake. What boloney!

The Minister for Lands: You should know
abont that!

The Premier: Yes, you are an expert on
that subject.

Mr. NEEDHAM: The Minster for Edu-
cation was also approached by a deputation
that T introduced. Tt also was from the
Progressive Edueational League. He, too,
was sympathetic with the requests made to
him,

Mr, Styants: There is one thing about it;
vou pot plenty of sympathy.

Mr, NEEDHAM: Practically all the de-
putation asked for had been promised by
the Minister's predecessor in office.
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The Attorney Genera!: And were those
promises carried ont?

Mr. NEEDHAM: He adopted the same
attitude as the other Ministers and referred
to the lack of materials and so forth. THe
mentioned the lack of evervthing that was
neerssary to make our cdoeational system
hetter, | ’

Hon, ¥. 4,
the war.

Mr. Marshall: And this two years afler
the war bad terminated. We will give the
Government war all right.

Mr. NEEDHAM: Next 1 wish to deal
with the policy speech delivered hy the

8. Wise: And even quoted

- Premier as leader of the Liberal Party. 1In

the eourse of his remarks the Premier said—

One of the Liberal Party’s prime ohjectives
will he to give this Siate a practieal Govern-
ment that -will get right down ot onee to meet-
ing the needs of the people.

AMr, Marshall: That is heloney all right!

AMr. NEEDHAM: The Premier contin-
ued—
We are not going to spond our time in follow-
ing poiitical theories or trying to secure party
wivintipes hut in seeing that people get houses
anil material for houses; that people on farms
and in factories aml in businesses get the re-
quirenments that are needed to extind their pro-
duction; that the houscholider and the house-
wife can go into a shop or warchouse and get
what they want, and that onr meney in the Sav-
ings Bank or in our pay envelopes can be con-
verted promptly and at a reasonable price to
meet our requirements for n satisfactory and
cxpanding standard of living.

AMr, Styants: Who said that?

My. NEEDHAM: The present Premier.

The Premier: It sounds like Chnrehill,
does it not?

Hon. A. H. Panton: And he did not get
the same resnit, did he?

Mr. NEEDITAM: At any rate, that was
included in ‘tha Premier’s policy speech.
There is another extract that is worth read-
ing so as to remind the hon. gentleman just
what he said and how he and hijs colleagues
misled the people. I say they wilfully mis-
led them.

The Minister for Lands: Tt is not like
you to say that.

Mr. NEEDHAM: In the course of his
speech when dealing with his party’s ob-
jectives, the Premier said they included—

A long-range policy of progress and expansion
based on the Liberal plan for population, power



(6 Avcusr, 1947.]

and water. A practical Government to overcome
housing and other shortages and provide good
management of the people’s business.

In spite of that, questions submitied to
Ministers during the past few days show
that the housing problem 1s just as diffi-
cult as it was when the Premier was mak-
ing that statement of policy. He may reply,
in common with his eolleagues, “Well, what
chanee have we had of doing anything in
the four months during which we have heen
in oflice” I know that will be the stereo-
typed reply and they will say, “Your
people were in office for 14 years. We
have been in office for four months.”
It must be remembered that included in
those 14 years was.the transition period
from war to peace and that is the time when
trouble ensued. There was no difficulty in
wartime. At that stage there was plenty
of money and work, too, was plentiful.
Everything was satisfactory from that
standpoint. It is the transition period that
canses the trouble. No-ome knows better
than the present Premier what the difficulty
was, and so I say that he and his colleagues
wilfully misled the people. The hon. gentle-
man went on to say—

Federal aid and a progressive policy for
edueation, including smaller classes, suitable
buildings and space, improved training and
conditions of teachers, encouragement of techni-
cal, domestic scienee and kindergarten training,
sehool librarieg and adult edueation,

Further on he said—

Adequate regional and distriet hospitals and

nursing service, including a college bloek sys-
tem hospital, training and adequate remunera-
tion and conditions.
These were some of the things that he
snid the Liberal Party stood for. Al this
was very promising—but nothing has event-
nated.

The Premier: After four months!

Hon. A. H. Panton: They are coming
ap the ladder.

Mr. Styants: At any rate, Ministers have
committed themselves to something.

The Premier: Yes, that is so.

The Attorney General: Nothing achieved
after four months! What pure drivel!

Mr. Marshall: Ministers will probably
not be in office long enongh to permit them
to accomplish much.

The Attorney General: We will do more
in 14 years than the Labour Government
did. :

[5]
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Mr, Marshall: The people are regretting
their decision even now.

Mr. NEEDHAM: We know what those
armed with a little brief aunthority are
capahle of doing. When the Premier was
speaking at Pinjarra in his own electorate
in connection with a request for the provi-
sion of a high school, he was reported as
having said—

They must remember, however, that there was

an acute shortage of both labour and materials,
and money must be found for hospitals, hous-
ing and urgent transport neceds,
That was what the Premier said in Pinjarra
about a month safter the general elections.
That was an entively différent attitude from
that adopted by bim as Leader of the Liberal
Party when speakiug at that centre before
thevelections, The elaim that the Government
has not had much time in which to do things
will not stand, for the reasons I have indi-
cated.  Inder ordinary conditions, follow-
ing upon 2 change of Government, I would
not criticise Mimisters as trenchantly as I
bave dgne but would have allowed them time
to find their feet. I have quoted from the
policy speech to indicnte the unfairness of
Ministers’ utterances during the election
campaign, so as to allow the conntry and the
House to know exactly what was said.

Mr. Marshall:
not honest.

Deliberate distortion and

The Premier: You paragon of virtue!
Mr. Marshall: It was practised designing.

Mr. NEEDHAM : Then there is the ecase
of the man who came to scoff and remained
te pray. Lel me contrast what the member
for Katanning said in his capacity as
Deputy Premier with what he said as Leader
of the Opposition, In “The West Australian”
of the 18th July of this year there appeared
a report of a speech by the Depuiy Premier
at Geraldton and it contained the following
reference—

Spaaking as Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment, Mr. Watts said there were a number of
industrial ventures in the State both small and

large which had been financed and assisted by
the State Government.

He did not say which Government had
rendered thai assistanee, but continued—
The majority of these ventures were today
making some contribution towards the produe-
tion of essentials in the Stafe and in some de:-
degree for the export trade. One or two of them
were somewhat ambitions and only the future
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would reveal what would be the result of this
ambition, Chamberlain Industries Ltd., which
was to engage in the manufaeture of agricul-
tural tractors, promised to make a great con-
tribution to the development of Western Aus-
tralia,

When travelling to Geraldton the Minister
broke his journey at Carnamah where a
deputation waited upon him, and during his
reply the Minister is reported as having
sald—

His Government had inherited a legacy of over-
crowded schools and dismal educational eondi-
tions, It had heen decided to ereet a mnew
school on the gite given by the road board
and plans were being prepared for the eree-
tion of three class rooms, head teacher’s office,
store-room, ete. The project was listed o
the works programme for the current financial
year and he expected the building would be
vpnder way within twelve months.

In another part the Deputy Premier was
reported as follows:—

Mr. Waits aceused the Goverument of having
foiled to provide equality of opportunity in
edueation. The anomalies in regard to living-
away-from-home allowanees must be removed,
and the privilege of dental and medical atten-
tion extended. Children obliged to remain on
correspondence elasses will be provided with
periodical opportunities for contact with other
uchool children, We will enter into urgent
negotiations with the Commonwealth Govern-
ment to provide funds for the extension of
education.

Those statements made by the hon. gentle-
men from time to time differed entirely from
what has happened sinee he became a Min-
ister. The present Government is urique in
two respects. In the first place the Cabinet
includes four lawyers. I do not think that
has ever happened before in the history of
the State.

Hon, A. H. Panton: There should be
nothing wrong with the Bills; no bad draft-
ing.

Mr. NEEDHAM: The Government is
unique also in the fact that one of the Min-
isters is a woman.

Hon. A. H. Panton:
eouple of bush lawyers,

Mr. NEEDHAM: The presence of a
woman in the Cabinet is all to the good. I
believe the Governmert has established a re-
cord as far as the number of legal members
is eoncerned, and it certainly has established

_a reecord by including a woman in the
Cabinet. This is a fusion or coalition Gov-
ernment,

It includes also a

[ASSEMBLY.]

The Premier: I was waiting for that.

Mr. NEEDHAM : Its members will never
be able to agree upon any particular matter
of legislation. They are neither fish, flesh
nor good red herring. It will be a case of
regress, not progress. Members ought to
hear in mind that when the Deputy Premier
and Leader of the Country and Demoeratic
seetion in the fusion Goveroment made a
statement in Geraldton, he said that if the
policy of his party was not implemented, he
would walk out of the Government.

Mr. Marshall: Then be will walk out at
any time now.

Mr. NEEDHAM : I have never known of
reform legislation to emanate from a fusion
Government.

The Attorney General: A fusion Govern-
ment was good enough to run England dur-
ing the recent war.

Mr. NEEDHAM: We have had fusion
Governments in the Commonwealth arena.
Early in the history of Federation there was
the Reid-McLean Government, followed by
the Deakin-Cook Administration.

The Attorney General: That was before [
was born.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Is that so?

Mr. NEEDHAM: Last and by ne means
least, we had the Mitchell-Latham Govern-
ment in this State, and members do not need
a very keen or powerful memory to reepll
the activities of that fusion Government.

Mr. Marshall: In the Commonwealth
sphere they could not agree.

Mr, NEEDHAM: If the days of miracles
are not over, it will be a miracle if anything
in the shape of progressive legislation
emanates from the present fusion Govern-
ment, In conclusion let me paraphrase
some lines from the famous poet Moore. He
wrote—

You may break, you may shatter the vase if
you will,

But the seent of the roses will hang round it
still,
The Attorney General: Lovely!

Mr. NEEDHAM : Of whatever legisiation
this fusion Government may bring down, we
shall be able to say—

You may praise, you may flatter the Bill if
you will,

But the blight of the fusion will hang round
it still!

On motion by Hon. J. T. Tonkin, debate
adjourned.



[7 AvousT, 1947.]

COMMITTEES FOR THE SESSION.

Council’s Message.

Message from the Council received and
read notifying the personnel of sessional com-
mittees appointed by that House.

BILL—SUPPLY (No. 1.), £3,100,000.

Returned from the Council without amend-
ment.

House adjourned. at 9.8 p.m.
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER took the Chair
at 2.15 p.m,, and read prayers,

- QUESTIONS.
KOOLAX ISLAND IRON-ORE,

Ads te Consulting Parliament on
Frploitation Proposal.

Hon, A. A. M. COVERLEY (on notice)
asked the Minister representing the Minister
for Mines:

Will he undertake to give Parliament the
right to decide any proposal that would in-
volve the exploitation of the iron-ore de-
posits at Koolan Island for other than pro-
cessing  and mannfacture in  Western
Australia?

The CHIEYF SECRETARY replied:

I cannot assume to give Parliament any
right or take awav any vight it already has,

107

RAILWAYS.
As to Appointments of Adwministrative
Officers.

Mr. MARSHALL (on notice) asked the
Minister for Railways:

Mr., C. Reymond, Acting Secretary for
Railways, and Mr. Raynor, Acting Assist-
ant to the Commissioner of Railways, were
appointed to these respective positions in
an acting capacity hy the previous Govern-
ment,

{2) Has the present Government made
these appointments permanent under’Sec-
tion 68 of the Railways Act?

{b) If so, upon what date was the neces-
sary Executive Council minute signed?

The MINISTER replied:

{a) His Execliency the Lieutenani-Gov-
ernor in Executive Council has approved
the appointment of Mr. C. Reymond as
Seeretary for Railways and My, P. C. Ray-
nor as Personal Assistant to the Commis-
sioner,

{b) 23rd July, 1947,

GOLDMINING.

4s to_State Battery Relurns fo Prospectors.

Mr. TRIAT (on notice} asked the Minis-
ter representing the Minister for Mines:

In view of the statement atfributed to
the Minister for Mines in the “Kalgoorlie
Miner” of the 2nd inst., will he advise how
many grains per ton a prospector wonld re-
cover from a State battery from sands
valued at 3 dwt, equalling 72 grs. per ton?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:
10.8 grains per fon of ore crushed.

CHARCOAL-IRON INDUSTRY.
ds to Appointment of Mr. A. Gibzon

to Inquire.

Hon, A. R. G. HAWKE (on notice)
asked the Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment:

Will he lay on the Table of the House
all papers covering the appointment of Mer.
A. Gibson to inquire into the Wundowie
Chareoal-Tron and Wood Distillation In-
dustry?

The MINISTER replied:

Consideration will be given to the matter
as soon as the report of Mr, Alexander
Gibson is availahle,



